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Letter from our Executive Director

Our natural world is in a state of chaos. Santa Cruz County has had a front row seat to wildfires ravaging our
mountains, extreme winter storms, and unprecedented flooding devastating homes and businesses. The most
vulnerable in our community feel the greatest impact and the weight of climate change. At the O’Neill Sea Odyssey,
we have witnessed a growing wave of anxiety and fear regarding the state of our natural world. Providing students an
opportunity to experience and observe the power, beauty, and importance of the ocean helps them develop a deeper
connection to the natural world. Spending time in nature reduces “crisis fatigue” and helps students leave the
program motivated to be part of the solution.

Environmental education is at the heart of the O’'Neill sustainability and economic prosperity for
Sea Odyssey (0S0). The OSO experience brings to life ourselves and everyone in our community.
lessons from the classroom or online learning module.
OSO provides real-time opportunities for students to
apply the lessons they have learned in the field, in their
own homes and communities. Through their student

This newsletter shares about the incredible work
that has happened in the past year here at the
O’Neill Sea Odyssey. The past year has been one of
growth, progress, and great impact. Thank you for
being part of this one of a kind experience. Your
support makes a difference in the lives of our
youth and the health of our planet.

action projects, they realize their potential as agents of
change. A Sea Odyssey experience is part of the journey
towards environmental literacy. It is an investment in
our future - a future where there is ecological

Yours in community - Tracey
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Odyssey Program Updates
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Climate activist, Greta Thunberg, tells us, “...you are never too _ i i e = e e, I\x,‘hw
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Two 5th-grade students from La Joya Elementary were surprised | Covmern deills o e peale whieve Hhe posh is, 50

when they received personal notes from Congressman Panetta s s e

after they wrote a letter to his office advocating for the _ Thank o . e :%:

elimination of single-use plastics! | atention o :;\,-.,, ‘epve With How Ydp, belic

A X e Lig
PROGRAM RECOGNITION FreAs o ”“ﬁ’%ﬂh

During 2022-23, OSO was honored with the Sea Star Award for
Education and Outreach from the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary Foundation. This award acknowledges OSQO’s
exceptional contributions to raising awareness and knowledge
about the Monterey Bay Sanctuary over the past 25 years.

CLASSROOM MODERNIZATION MURAL

A vibrant and captivating new mural has transformed our Shoreside
Education Center. Stretching across our entrance hall and the wall
of our ecology classroom, the mural serves as a window into the
marine ecosystem beneath the ocean’s surface. Created by a local

artist, Tina Somers from Hawk and Hammer Creative Studios, it has

become a focal point for our students and visitors. Thank you to the Santa Cruz Rotary Club, Santa Cruz Sunrise Rotary
Club, Captain Mike Egan, and Santa Cruz County Bank for the generous funding that made this project possible.
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Thank You 2022-23 Contributors!

Jack’s Circle: Over $50,000

Jack O'Neill Foundation

Packard Foundation

Troy and Leslie Daniels (In Honor of Harry Hind)

Chair’s Circle: $10,000- $49,999
California Coastal Conservancy

City of Capitola

City of Santa Cruz

City of Scotts Valley

Community Foundation of Monterey County
County of Santa Cruz

Jim & Debbie Thoits

Monterey Peninsula Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Stanley E. Hanson Foundation

Director’s Circle: $5,000-$9,999
Bridget O'Neill

Carol Fuller

Don Listwin

Harden Foundation

Michael Hopper

Pat O'Neill

Pebble Beach Foundation

Richard Novak

Robert and Carol Simpkins Family Fund
Santa Cruz Sunrise Rotary Club

Admiral’s Circle: $2,500-$4,999

Bill and Brigid Simpkins Family Fund

Cathi O'Neill

Celeste Basuino Alvarez

Lynda Tran and Kai Family Dentistry
Monterey County Fish & Game Commission
Morgan Stanley

Pacific Gas & Electric

Robert Bremner

Santa Cruz Rotary Club

Tim & Lisa O'Neill

Valerie Russell Lapp (In Honor of Joyce Russell)
Walter Loewenstern Fund

Commodore’s Circle: $1,000 - $2,499
1st Capital Bank

Bevin Daniels

Capitola Foundation

James Beckett

John Carlson

Kling Family Foundation

Mark Grilli & Michelle Molfino
Martha Seaver

Martin Brown

Michael McCabe

Michelle Molfino

Randall and Cynthia Pond
Robert Stephens Fund

Santa Cruz County Bank
Santa Cruz Elks Lodge *

Vance Landis-Carey *

+ Gifts to Dan Haifley Program Fund
* Gifts to Adam Webster Fund
~ Gifts to Daniel Motta Fund

Captain’s Circle: $500- $999
Anonymous

Bay Federal Credit Union

Burns-Leary Family Giving Fund

Daisy Morales

Dan & Rebecca Haifley *

Diana Thomas *

Douglas G. Hetzler

Granite Rock

Judith Martin-Hoyt

Keith Gudger and Karen Scott

Linda Wiles

Nicholas P. Petredis Esq.

Randy Repass and Sally-Christine Rodgers:
Repass-Rodgers Fund for the Environment
Rowland K. Rebele and Pat Rebele

Tim Haifley

Vivian Moutafian

Navigator Circle: $250-$499
Christine Eckstrom & Frans Lanting
Craig French

Cynthia Mathews +

Diane Rejman

Florence Lesar

Frank Fischer

Gary & Cheryl Gettleman

Geo H Wilson

Gregory & Sue Mendell

Jane Orbuch

Jeanne & Frank Fischer

John & Carolyn Overton

John & Michelle Whelan

Jon Sisk

Kate Stover

Margaret & Jan Ysselstein
Rachel Whelan

Socksmith Design, Inc.

Stephen Shender +

Stocker Family Fund

Sue Wilson

Ted Balestreri

Thomas and Constsance Wilson
Thomas Wilson

Tom Manheim & Nancy Shanfeld

Crew Member: $100-3$249

Antoinette Coplan

Barbara Canfield

Charles & Andrea Izenstark

Craig French

David Sweet

Francis P. Garcia

Gordon & Kay Cumming

Helene Wood (In Honor of Amity Wood)
Hellen Waller

Jan Ysselstein

Jane Koopman

Janelle Takamatsu (In Honor of Harry Hind)
Jesse Zendler-Bregman

John Hunt

John Mel

Jonathan Wittwer

Kathleen Hansen (In Honor of Charli Hansen)
Kristina Cunningham +

Crew Member: $100-$249 (cont’d)
Kyle Eischen

Marcella Hall

Marcie Dekking

Marcus Supan

Mark Devencenzi

Mark Silberstein

Marty Ackerman +

Mary Jo May

Melissa Miller-Henson (In Honor of Rhys Rowland)
Michael Beck

Michael Coyle

Mike Morton

Patricia Rutowski

Patrick Carstens

Phillip Vandenberg (In Honor of Dan McGuire)
Phyllis Rosenblum

Rachel Whelan

Ryan H Pingree

Sharon Rittenhouse

Shirley Busch

Steve Belcher *

Valerie Brazelton *

Vivian Gunnerengen

Yvonne Zannis

OSO Supporter
Alfred Carlson
Barbara Raab
Carl Ruhne
Daniel Fleming
Daniel Moran
David Gryska
David Lieby
David Sweet
David Welles

Diane McClish (In Honor of Cornelius "Skip" Hospers)

Don Lauritson

Donald Lane

Donald Woods

Gary Patton +

James Skinner

Karena Pushnik

Kirsten Liske

Leni Hazlett

Linda Hunt (In Honor of Paul and Jackie Raber) *
Madelyn McCaul *

Marcus Supan

Mary Kay Finn +

Meg Harlor

Michael & Janet Beautz

Mike Rotkin & Madelyn McCaul

Nancy Foster

Neal Coonerty

Nicholas Royal

Patricia Martin (In Honor of Virginia McEathron)
Patrick Coulston

Richard Hyman

Robert Larsen (In Honor of Kent Robert Larson)
Robert Warfield

Ronald & Jane Pomerantz +

Tracey Weiss

Wendy Root Askew

Will Russell

William & Elizabeth Engelman
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Best field trip ever!”
~ Creekside Elementary

“This is such an important experience for students. We
can learn a lot in the classroom, but being out on the
Sea Odyssey sail boat and experiencing the fragile
ecosystem helps them truly build empathy for our
oceans. Now that they care more, we can go farther
back in the classroom. THANK YOU!”
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Board of Directors Staff Leave a Legacy

SCAN THIS OR CODE TO:
Join our Email List!

Bridget O’Neill; President Tracey Weiss, Executive Director
1 OANETIE i Abby Newman, Ed.D Program Manager
‘ Liz Murphy, Finance & Operations Manager

Tim O°‘Neill, Mike Egan, Darci Shea,
Steve Spitiotopoulos, Skippers

Learn about Volunteer
Opportunities! OR

DONATE TODAY!

Your contribution will
directly support
hands-on learning

Mike McCabe; Treasurer
Nick Petredis; Secretary

Members at Large:

Dr. Daisy Morales Crew & Instructors

Brad Boardman

Dr. Megan Goddard Joey Rodrigues Breanne Hunt opportunities for
Rob Bremner Shannon Low Anisa Rizo f @oneillseaodyssey youth in our
Jim Thoits Jessica Gallione Emily Casaretto A
., (O) @oneillseaodyssey y-
James Beckett, M.D. Gracie Pillons Abby Cannon
Katie Lewis Carol Casey

www.oneillseaodyssey.org



