
O’Neill Sea Odyssey intern Karina 

Gonzalez wrote this blog post after 

accompanying a class from Watsonville’s 

Radcliff School in September, 2016.

Goodbye summer, hello fal l . 
With school back in session, 
classes have been boarding 

the catamaran once again. This time it 
was Radcliff Elementary School from 
Watsonville. This class of fifth graders 
came in with plenty of excitement as 
they arrived at the OSO building. After 
they patiently awaited instructions 
and guidelines, they strapped on their 
life preservers and they were ready! 
As normal protocol the students were 
separated into 3 groups and they chose 
their group names, which happened to 
be the harbor seals, California sea lions, 
and elephant seals. Then they were off!

As the students boarded the boat 
their excitement grew to curiosity as they 
all nestled onto the net looking at the 
waves ahead. However, their curiosity 
must have been on the physical beauty 
of the ocean because these students 
came with plenty of knowledge on the 
dynamics of the ocean. These students 
quickly answered questions about the role 
of plankton and kelp forests in the ocean. 
They even compared the role of micro-
habitats to the movie Finding Nemo. The 

students were also very aware of the 
dangerous effects of pollution to ocean 
animals. One student even brought up 
the unfortunate event of animals getting 
caught in soda can plastic rings.

But since they were aboard the 
OSO catamaran, they had the fortunate 
opportunity to expand their knowledge. 
The students got a chance to learn about 
how compasses work and they were able 
to test out their newly found knowledge 
into action. The students were also able 
to reel in a sample of ocean water and 
observe the plankton that were present.

Once the boat ride ended, the 
students then gathered inside the 
OSO building to continue their learning 
experience. Inside, they got to map 
out their measurements taken with the 

Fall/Winter 2016

odyssey   NEWS

Our Ocean Backyard:
Derek Walton 
LighthouseThank You

for 20 Years

Radcliff’s Rad 
Students

SUPPORTER
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bill & Emilie Highley
Ellen Yeoman
John & Vicki Pearse
Joyce Hopkins - In Memory of 
   Bill Fieberling
Mintie White Elementary School, 
   Room 26
Richard & Diane Klein
Rosemary Brogan & Gary Caballero
United Methodist Women
CREW MEMBER
Diane Cohan - In Memory of 
   Randall Cohan
Jerry & Jean Thomas
Kitty Hansen
Lindsey Miller
Marilyn Rigler
Mike DeClement
Nancy Rideout - In Memory of 
   Bill Fieberling
Nancy Rideout - In Memory of 
   Phil Worthen
Roaring Camp Railroad
Shan & Pinki Gilmore
NAVIGATOR
Amica Companies Foundation
Bruce & Susan Krogstad
Douglass & Cherie Thorne
Freedom Lions Club
Jesse & Christine Nickell
Laurel Andres
Mary Morgan
Matthew Hyde & Lisa Beaudreau
Michael & Karena Pushnik
Mike Morton & Nancy Lewis
Mike Rotkin & Madelyn McCaul
Patricia Ellis
Phyllis Rosenblum
Richard & Gay Giffen
Sabine Dukes & Brian Peterson
Steve Belcher
Tom & Lili Beggs
Volunteer Center of Santa Cruz, 
   Human Race
CAPTAIN’S CIRCLE 
Amy Harrington - In Memory of 
   Doug Virostko
Barbara Gibson - In Memory of 
   Alice L. Hutchinson
Barbara Gibson - In Memory of 
   Ken Doret
Cartwright, Scruggs, Fulton & Walther
David & Geri Lieby
Douglas Ardley
Gary & Marilyn Patton
Greg & Sue Mendell
Jeffrey & Jane Koopman
Johnson Paving, Inc.
Linda Locklin
Mary Arman
Michael & Janet Beautz
Nick & Ruth Royal
Priscilla Brown
Trudie Ransom
COMMODORE’S CIRCLE 
Alicia & Merrill Newman
Barbara Canfield
Brian Foss

Bryan Cockel
David Dennis
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Fischer Family Fund
Gary Filizetti
Genevieve & Larry Tartaglino - 
   In Memory of Harry Kelly
Harvey & Judy Nickelson
John & Gayle McDonald
John Carmack
Leon & Sylvia Panetta
Lighthouse Bank
Linda & Brad Wiles
Marcella & Joe Hall
Margit & Bert Aramburu
Mary & Harry Blanchard
Mike Hopper - In Honor of The 
   Crew of “Twin Lakes”
Milligan Family Foundation
Monterey County Fish & Game 
   Commission
Morgan Stanley
Neal Coonerty
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Patrice Riley
Phil Vandenberg - In Memory of 
   Bill McMurray
Reed & Tricia Geisreiter
Ronald & Barbara Graves
Rotary Club of Capitola-Aptos
Rowland & Pat Rebele
Rustie & Larry Tartaglino - 
   In Memory of Alex Peabody
Rustie & Larry Tartaglino - 
   In Memory of Bill Fieberling
Santa Cruz County Bank
Schilit-McLaughlin Family Charitable 
Fund - In Memory of Ernest Rideout
Socksmith Design, Inc
Stephanie Harlan
Ted Balestreri
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The McEvoy-Worsencroft 
   Philanthropy Fund
Vernon & Meredith Wallace
West Marine BlueFuture Fund 
   at the CFSCC
ADMIRAL’S CIRCLE 
Bailey Properties
Colligan Family Charitable Fund
Community Bridges
Devcon Construction, Inc.
Edelgard Heine
Joyce Wrenn
Kung Guerra Foundation
Leo M. Shortino Family Foundation
Repass/Rodgers Charitable Foundation
Robert & Carol Simpkins Family 
   Fund at the CFSCC
Santa Cruz Rotary Foundation
The Upjohn California Fund
United Way of Santa Cruz County
West Marine Products Inc.
DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
Anonymous
Anonymous Fund at the East Bay 
   Community Foundation
California Coastal Commission
City of Capitola
Pebble Beach Company Foundation
The Nicholson Family Foundation

CHAIR’S CIRCLE
Cisco Systems Foundation
City of Santa Cruz
City of Scotts Valley
Community Foundation 
   Santa Cruz County
Eckhardt Chandler Fund at the CFSCC
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
IN MEMORY OF GUS GREGORY
Alice & Nick Sweetland
Andrea Gregory
Barbara Roti
Gail Creath
Jack & Stephanie Koraleski
John & Carol Brittain
Mark Gregory
Mary & Harry Blanchard
Nancy Rideout
Peter McCormick
ADAM WEBSTER FUND
Bill & Jan Bright
Ceil Cirillo
Denise Valencia
Jack & Allison McLaughlin
Roger & Shirley Birr
Tom & Judy Webster
DANIEL MOTTA FUND
Anonymous
Neal & Susan Motta
IN-KIND
Cruzio
Team O’Neill 

THE OCEAN IS ALIVE 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 
Abby Newman
AEI Consultants
Al & Marian Carlson
Alejandro Felix Lopez
Amy Rosa Harrington
Ana Ventura Phares
Andrea Graham & Evans Howell
Angela Lipanovich
Annieglass
Anthony McNaught
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch
Bargetto Winery
Beau & Stacey Vrolyk
Beth & Richard Svee
Bill & Brigid Simpkins
Bill Jersey
Bonny Doon Vineyard
Bridget O’Neill
Britt Felix Lopez
Bryan Cockel & Jane Orbuch
Café Cruz
Carl & Marianne Salas
Carol Fuller
Catharine Segurson
Cathi O’Neill
Cathleen Eckhardt & Michelle Wall
Celeste Basuino-Alvarez
Chantal Christiana Maria Van Boxtel
Charles Dixon
Charles Lester
Christina Cuevas
Christine Slatter
Cynthia Chase
Cynthia Mathews

Dan & Rebecca Haifley
David Revell
David Terrazas
Deborah Tracy-Proulx
Debra Olson
Dennis & Ramona Smith
Dianne & Ron Graves
Discretion Brewing
Don Lea
Doug & Donna Maher
Doug Jones
Dream Inn
Earth-In Canteen
Ed Grant
Ed Martinez
Edward Newman
Elyxir Distributing
Emily Reilly
Emma Hurley
Etsuko Walker
Fred Keeley
Gary Pezzi
George Leonard
Goodwill Industries
Greenspace Company
Greg McPheeters
Greg Pepping
Harmony Hotel
Hilton Scotts Valley
Hugh & Dorothy McGinnis
J.M. Brown
Jack & Allison McLaughlin
Jack O’Neill
Jackie Nunez
James King
Jan Fierwale
Jane Orbuch
Jason Smith
Java Junction SC Harbor
Jim & Kim Beckett
Jimmy Panetta
Joan Norvelle
Jochim Family Foundation
Joe & Marcella Hall
John & Annalea Collins
John Carmack
John Funkey
John Hunter
John Laird
John Leopold
Jonathan & Susan Wittwer
Joyce Anderson
Joyce Wrenn
Karen Nevis
Katharine Minott
Katherine O’Dei
Kathleen Riley
Kayak Connection
Kevin Kingston
Khordz
Kim Thoits
KSCO - AM
Kuumbwa Jazz Center
Lance Hulsey
Lance Wexler
Laura Barnes-Walker
Lee Slaff
Lighthouse Bank
Linda Dunsmore
Lisa Ekers
(‘Thank You’ continued inside)

compass, view the plankton under 
the microscope, and learn more 
about pollution.

With this full day of activities, it is safe 
to say that Radcliff Elementary School’s 
fifth grade class got to experience a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. Not only 
did they learn more about the ocean 
and its inhabitants, but they had the 
opportunity to put their knowledge to the 
test with hands on activities on the boat 
and back inside the classroom. It’s great 
students such as them that will be future 
spokesmen of ocean awareness! u
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T
hanks to the volunteers, donors 
and committee members who 
made “The Ocean Is Alive” 

happen, OSO raised $75,000 the 
evening of September 17. Guests 
enjoyed stilt dancers, harp music, wine 
in re-purposed, engraved glasses, 
watched a special edition 20th 
anniversary video and participated 
in live and silent auctions. To watch 
the special edition video, go to 
tinyurl.com/oso20thcelebration 
(‘20th’ continued inside). u

O’Neill Sea 
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Anniversary 
Celebration

Fall/Winter 2016 News

Left to Right: OSO Board member Jim Thoits, Kim Thoits, 
Former California State Assemblymember and Santa Cruz 
mayor, John Laird, OSO Executive Director, Dan Haifley, 
Rebecca Haifley

Pat O’Neill addresses the crowd with Auctioneer 
Anthony McNaught.

BY DAN HAIFLEY, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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   County Supervisor

Bill Simpkins, Community Volunteer, 
   Boat Owner
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You’re part of the reason we’re 
here and you can also be part 
of the reason we’ll be here 100 

years from now. Since 1996, O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey (OSO) has served nearly 
75,000 youth with a free, ocean-going 
science and environment program.

This has been possible in part 
because you have provided much-
needed and deeply appreciated support 
for OSO’s program for area youth. In 
2005 OSO’s Board of Directors made 
a commitment to raise funds to ensure 

our future by establishing a permanent 
endowment fund for OSO which is 
housed at the Community Foundation 
for Santa Cruz County.

We would like to invite you to help us 
build a future foundation for our program, 
for the kids, and for the ocean. You can 
do this by naming OSO’s permanent 
fund at Community Foundation of 
Santa Cruz County in your estate plan. 
There are also many ways to leave 
a permanent legacy and reap some 
significant financial benefits before hand, 
including: a beneficiary designation in 
your retirement fund or insurance policy, 
gifts from a will or living trust, an annuity 
that provides you with lifetime income, 
gifts of real estate, and charitable trusts.

We would be honored to meet with you 
to discuss supporting our permanent fund 
in a way that works best for you. Please 
contact Dan Haifley at (831) 465-9390  
or at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.org, 
or fill out the form below and mail it to us. 
Thank you! u
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q I have named OSO in my estate plan (we will contact you relative to recognition)

q I would like to talk to someone about a gift to OSO in my estate plan

q I wish to learn more about the OSO/Community Foundation’s gift annuity program

q I would like the recommended language for including OSO in my estate plan

Name(s):_________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________
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BY DAN HAIFLEY, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Afew years back there was a 
proposal to remove Santa Cruz’  
 iconic mile buoy, which despite 

its moniker is actually a mile and a half 
offshore. Proponents claimed, among 
other things, that the Harbor’s Walton 
Lighthouse was all that boaters needed 
for navigation. 

But really both are needed, especially 
if you don’t have navigation equipment 
in your kayak and suddenly find yourself 
shrouded in in the fog, as happened to 
me two years ago. Public outcry ended 
the proposal. 

Located at the end of the Santa 
Cruz Harbor’s west jetty, the lighthouse 
adorns countless ads, videos and 
photographs. It’s become a landmark, in 
addition to its very practical use. Charles 
Walton, who passed away in 2011 at 89, 
was a key backer of its construction. I 
was introduced to him in 2004 by Jim 
Thoits, who serves on O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey’s Board of Directors. A few 
years before Jim had been working 
with local businessman Bill Simpkins 
to spearhead the fundraising drive for 
the lighthouse, and Charlie agreed to 
provide a cornerstone donation.

The Walton Lighthouse isn’t named 
for Charlie; he wanted it named in honor 
of his late brother, Derek, a merchant 
marine who was lost at sea during 

World War II. It stands today near where 
a harbor light had always been since 
the harbor’s construction was finished in 
1964. The first light was housed in a box 
structure from 1964 until 1996.

The structure was replaced by a 
cylinder that people referred to as “the 
water heater” from 1996 until 1999.  
A pipe structure held the light until May 
2002. While functional, 
most considered it  
an eyesore.

In 1998, Bill Simpkins 
had proposed replacing 
this succession of 
functional structures 
with an attractive one. 
When they got approval 
by the harbor, Simpkins, 
Thoits and others began 
raising money, collecting 
enough to begin work 
in 2001. The classical 
style was designed 
by structural engineer 
Mark Mesiti-Miller and built by Devcon 
Construction. Then-Port Director Brian 
Foss oversaw and promoted the effort.

The lighthouse is 41 1/2 feet tall as 
measured from the level pavement of 
the west jetty, and 59 1/2 feet above 
the mean low water mark in the har-
bor channel. It weighs 350,000 pounds 
and is designed to withstand a quarter  
million pounds of energy from an  
incoming wave.

Construction began with a cylindrical 
inner core that contained the lighthouse’s 
electrical equipment plus a 42-step 
spiral staircase. Surrounding it was a 
network of reinforcing rods. Concrete 
was blown into the array then troweled 
by hand to form the structure’s current 
shape, similar to a cone. The concrete 

walls are 4 1/2 feet thick 
at the base.

A weatherproof white 
finish was applied to 
the exterior, and then a 
copper roofed lantern 
room was secured at 
its top. According to the 
book “Reflections of the 
Santa Cruz Harbor: A 
Portal to Monterey Bay” 
by Dave Clark and Gus 
Gregory, the top section 
contains a 360 degree 
chamber found in 

lighthouse designs since the late 1700s.
And so on June 9, 2002, the new 

harbor lighthouse was dedicated and 
its signal - a green beacon that flashes 
every four seconds on a plane 36 feet 
high - was activated.

A version of this column appeared in 
the Santa Cruz Sentinel on February  
14, 2016. u

Eighteen years after her own 
experience with O’Neil l  Sea  
 Odyssey,  Jose f ina  F lo res 

accompanied her son, Joel Ruiz, on 
September 30, 2017 during his class 
from Hall Distr ict School in North 
Monterey County. Joel’s teacher, Alice 
Miller, was also the same one who had 
brought his Mom and her class out 
nearly two decades ago!

Our Ocean Backyard:
Derek Walton Lighthouse – Santa Cruz’s Landmark

Thank You for 20 
Years, Here’s to 
20 More

Want Your  
Newsletter Emailed?
If you would like to opt out of the 
paper version of this newsletter  
 and would like a PDF emailed to you, 
please email dhaifley@oneillseaodys-
sey.org and write in the subject line: 
“Email newsletter please”. Thank you! u

Keep Up On  
Weekly Happenings
Check out O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s blog 
oneillseaodyssey.org/blog. Thank you 
for your 20 years of support! u

18 Years After Her 
Own Sea Odyssey 
Trip, Mom Brings 

Son in Class with the 
Same Teacher

BY JACK, BRIDGET & TIM O’NEILL

WOver 250 people jammed 
into the Seymour Marine 
Discovery Center in Santa 

Cruz O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s 20th 
Anniversary celebration on Saturday, 
September 17 for an elegant evening 
of art, hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, music, 
and an auction. Elsewhere in this 
newsletter is a description of the event, 
and some wonderful photos by our own  
Nikki Brooks.

At the end of 2016 our program will 
have served over 90,000 students, put-
ting us on track to reach our goal of 
100,000 served by our field trip by the 
end of 2018. That does not count the 
students reached by our Virtual Program 
and by our online classroom science 
curriculum offered through the Pepper 

Professional Development Network. 
We would like to thank all the 

donors, partners, and volunteers who 
have helped to power our program, and 
the teachers and students who have 
participated. We look forward to see-
ing this program continue for another 
20 years, and beyond! u
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You’re part of the reason we’re 
here and you can also be part 
of the reason we’ll be here 100 

years from now. Since 1996, O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey (OSO) has served nearly 
75,000 youth with a free, ocean-going 
science and environment program.

This has been possible in part 
because you have provided much-
needed and deeply appreciated support 
for OSO’s program for area youth. In 
2005 OSO’s Board of Directors made 
a commitment to raise funds to ensure 

our future by establishing a permanent 
endowment fund for OSO which is 
housed at the Community Foundation 
for Santa Cruz County.

We would like to invite you to help us 
build a future foundation for our program, 
for the kids, and for the ocean. You can 
do this by naming OSO’s permanent 
fund at Community Foundation of 
Santa Cruz County in your estate plan. 
There are also many ways to leave 
a permanent legacy and reap some 
significant financial benefits before hand, 
including: a beneficiary designation in 
your retirement fund or insurance policy, 
gifts from a will or living trust, an annuity 
that provides you with lifetime income, 
gifts of real estate, and charitable trusts.

We would be honored to meet with you 
to discuss supporting our permanent fund 
in a way that works best for you. Please 
contact Dan Haifley at (831) 465-9390  
or at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.org, 
or fill out the form below and mail it to us. 
Thank you! u
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q I have named OSO in my estate plan (we will contact you relative to recognition)

q I would like to talk to someone about a gift to OSO in my estate plan

q I wish to learn more about the OSO/Community Foundation’s gift annuity program

q I would like the recommended language for including OSO in my estate plan
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Leave a Legacy 
for Youth and 
the Ocean
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BY DAN HAIFLEY, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Afew years back there was a 
proposal to remove Santa Cruz’  
 iconic mile buoy, which despite 

its moniker is actually a mile and a half 
offshore. Proponents claimed, among 
other things, that the Harbor’s Walton 
Lighthouse was all that boaters needed 
for navigation. 

But really both are needed, especially 
if you don’t have navigation equipment 
in your kayak and suddenly find yourself 
shrouded in in the fog, as happened to 
me two years ago. Public outcry ended 
the proposal. 

Located at the end of the Santa 
Cruz Harbor’s west jetty, the lighthouse 
adorns countless ads, videos and 
photographs. It’s become a landmark, in 
addition to its very practical use. Charles 
Walton, who passed away in 2011 at 89, 
was a key backer of its construction. I 
was introduced to him in 2004 by Jim 
Thoits, who serves on O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey’s Board of Directors. A few 
years before Jim had been working 
with local businessman Bill Simpkins 
to spearhead the fundraising drive for 
the lighthouse, and Charlie agreed to 
provide a cornerstone donation.

The Walton Lighthouse isn’t named 
for Charlie; he wanted it named in honor 
of his late brother, Derek, a merchant 
marine who was lost at sea during 

World War II. It stands today near where 
a harbor light had always been since 
the harbor’s construction was finished in 
1964. The first light was housed in a box 
structure from 1964 until 1996.

The structure was replaced by a 
cylinder that people referred to as “the 
water heater” from 1996 until 1999.  
A pipe structure held the light until May 
2002. While functional, 
most considered it  
an eyesore.

In 1998, Bill Simpkins 
had proposed replacing 
this succession of 
functional structures 
with an attractive one. 
When they got approval 
by the harbor, Simpkins, 
Thoits and others began 
raising money, collecting 
enough to begin work 
in 2001. The classical 
style was designed 
by structural engineer 
Mark Mesiti-Miller and built by Devcon 
Construction. Then-Port Director Brian 
Foss oversaw and promoted the effort.

The lighthouse is 41 1/2 feet tall as 
measured from the level pavement of 
the west jetty, and 59 1/2 feet above 
the mean low water mark in the har-
bor channel. It weighs 350,000 pounds 
and is designed to withstand a quarter  
million pounds of energy from an  
incoming wave.

Construction began with a cylindrical 
inner core that contained the lighthouse’s 
electrical equipment plus a 42-step 
spiral staircase. Surrounding it was a 
network of reinforcing rods. Concrete 
was blown into the array then troweled 
by hand to form the structure’s current 
shape, similar to a cone. The concrete 

walls are 4 1/2 feet thick 
at the base.

A weatherproof white 
finish was applied to 
the exterior, and then a 
copper roofed lantern 
room was secured at 
its top. According to the 
book “Reflections of the 
Santa Cruz Harbor: A 
Portal to Monterey Bay” 
by Dave Clark and Gus 
Gregory, the top section 
contains a 360 degree 
chamber found in 

lighthouse designs since the late 1700s.
And so on June 9, 2002, the new 

harbor lighthouse was dedicated and 
its signal - a green beacon that flashes 
every four seconds on a plane 36 feet 
high - was activated.

A version of this column appeared in 
the Santa Cruz Sentinel on February  
14, 2016. u

Eighteen years after her own 
experience with O’Neil l  Sea  
 Odyssey,  Jose f ina  F lo res 

accompanied her son, Joel Ruiz, on 
September 30, 2017 during his class 
from Hall Distr ict School in North 
Monterey County. Joel’s teacher, Alice 
Miller, was also the same one who had 
brought his Mom and her class out 
nearly two decades ago!

Our Ocean Backyard:
Derek Walton Lighthouse – Santa Cruz’s Landmark

Thank You for 20 
Years, Here’s to 
20 More

Want Your  
Newsletter Emailed?
If you would like to opt out of the 
paper version of this newsletter  
 and would like a PDF emailed to you, 
please email dhaifley@oneillseaodys-
sey.org and write in the subject line: 
“Email newsletter please”. Thank you! u

Keep Up On  
Weekly Happenings
Check out O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s blog 
oneillseaodyssey.org/blog. Thank you 
for your 20 years of support! u

18 Years After Her 
Own Sea Odyssey 
Trip, Mom Brings 

Son in Class with the 
Same Teacher

BY JACK, BRIDGET & TIM O’NEILL

WOver 250 people jammed 
into the Seymour Marine 
Discovery Center in Santa 

Cruz O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s 20th 
Anniversary celebration on Saturday, 
September 17 for an elegant evening 
of art, hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, music, 
and an auction. Elsewhere in this 
newsletter is a description of the event, 
and some wonderful photos by our own  
Nikki Brooks.

At the end of 2016 our program will 
have served over 90,000 students, put-
ting us on track to reach our goal of 
100,000 served by our field trip by the 
end of 2018. That does not count the 
students reached by our Virtual Program 
and by our online classroom science 
curriculum offered through the Pepper 

Professional Development Network. 
We would like to thank all the 

donors, partners, and volunteers who 
have helped to power our program, and 
the teachers and students who have 
participated. We look forward to see-
ing this program continue for another 
20 years, and beyond! u
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You’re part of the reason we’re 
here and you can also be part 
of the reason we’ll be here 100 

years from now. Since 1996, O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey (OSO) has served nearly 
75,000 youth with a free, ocean-going 
science and environment program.

This has been possible in part 
because you have provided much-
needed and deeply appreciated support 
for OSO’s program for area youth. In 
2005 OSO’s Board of Directors made 
a commitment to raise funds to ensure 

our future by establishing a permanent 
endowment fund for OSO which is 
housed at the Community Foundation 
for Santa Cruz County.

We would like to invite you to help us 
build a future foundation for our program, 
for the kids, and for the ocean. You can 
do this by naming OSO’s permanent 
fund at Community Foundation of 
Santa Cruz County in your estate plan. 
There are also many ways to leave 
a permanent legacy and reap some 
significant financial benefits before hand, 
including: a beneficiary designation in 
your retirement fund or insurance policy, 
gifts from a will or living trust, an annuity 
that provides you with lifetime income, 
gifts of real estate, and charitable trusts.

We would be honored to meet with you 
to discuss supporting our permanent fund 
in a way that works best for you. Please 
contact Dan Haifley at (831) 465-9390  
or at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.org, 
or fill out the form below and mail it to us. 
Thank you! u
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Charters, Kim Thoits, Eastside Eatery, 
Cruz Control Designated Drivers, and 
North Coast Brine.
Volunteers: Alexah Hart, Nikki Brooks, 
Laura Vandenberg, Sydnie Moore, 
Julia Schubert, Kelly Garbarino, Karina 
Gonzalez, Carole Bishop, Sue Dayton, 
Juanita Sanchez, Tom Wilson, Jules 
Holdsworth and Lauren Hanneman, 
Sandra Faith, Angie Luna, Lisa Crivello, 
Cindy Hawkins, Wendy Lopez, Rhonda 
Dunn, Alison Souza. u

q I have named OSO in my estate plan (we will contact you relative to recognition)

q I would like to talk to someone about a gift to OSO in my estate plan

q I wish to learn more about the OSO/Community Foundation’s gift annuity program

q I would like the recommended language for including OSO in my estate plan

Name(s):_________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:_____Zip:________________

Telephone (day):_________________Telephone (evening):_________________

Email___________________________________________________________  
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Leave a Legacy 
for Youth and 
the Ocean

Enrollment Form

BY DAN HAIFLEY, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Afew years back there was a 
proposal to remove Santa Cruz’  
 iconic mile buoy, which despite 

its moniker is actually a mile and a half 
offshore. Proponents claimed, among 
other things, that the Harbor’s Walton 
Lighthouse was all that boaters needed 
for navigation. 

But really both are needed, especially 
if you don’t have navigation equipment 
in your kayak and suddenly find yourself 
shrouded in in the fog, as happened to 
me two years ago. Public outcry ended 
the proposal. 

Located at the end of the Santa 
Cruz Harbor’s west jetty, the lighthouse 
adorns countless ads, videos and 
photographs. It’s become a landmark, in 
addition to its very practical use. Charles 
Walton, who passed away in 2011 at 89, 
was a key backer of its construction. I 
was introduced to him in 2004 by Jim 
Thoits, who serves on O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey’s Board of Directors. A few 
years before Jim had been working 
with local businessman Bill Simpkins 
to spearhead the fundraising drive for 
the lighthouse, and Charlie agreed to 
provide a cornerstone donation.

The Walton Lighthouse isn’t named 
for Charlie; he wanted it named in honor 
of his late brother, Derek, a merchant 
marine who was lost at sea during 

World War II. It stands today near where 
a harbor light had always been since 
the harbor’s construction was finished in 
1964. The first light was housed in a box 
structure from 1964 until 1996.

The structure was replaced by a 
cylinder that people referred to as “the 
water heater” from 1996 until 1999.  
A pipe structure held the light until May 
2002. While functional, 
most considered it  
an eyesore.

In 1998, Bill Simpkins 
had proposed replacing 
this succession of 
functional structures 
with an attractive one. 
When they got approval 
by the harbor, Simpkins, 
Thoits and others began 
raising money, collecting 
enough to begin work 
in 2001. The classical 
style was designed 
by structural engineer 
Mark Mesiti-Miller and built by Devcon 
Construction. Then-Port Director Brian 
Foss oversaw and promoted the effort.

The lighthouse is 41 1/2 feet tall as 
measured from the level pavement of 
the west jetty, and 59 1/2 feet above 
the mean low water mark in the har-
bor channel. It weighs 350,000 pounds 
and is designed to withstand a quarter  
million pounds of energy from an  
incoming wave.

Construction began with a cylindrical 
inner core that contained the lighthouse’s 
electrical equipment plus a 42-step 
spiral staircase. Surrounding it was a 
network of reinforcing rods. Concrete 
was blown into the array then troweled 
by hand to form the structure’s current 
shape, similar to a cone. The concrete 

walls are 4 1/2 feet thick 
at the base.

A weatherproof white 
finish was applied to 
the exterior, and then a 
copper roofed lantern 
room was secured at 
its top. According to the 
book “Reflections of the 
Santa Cruz Harbor: A 
Portal to Monterey Bay” 
by Dave Clark and Gus 
Gregory, the top section 
contains a 360 degree 
chamber found in 

lighthouse designs since the late 1700s.
And so on June 9, 2002, the new 

harbor lighthouse was dedicated and 
its signal - a green beacon that flashes 
every four seconds on a plane 36 feet 
high - was activated.

A version of this column appeared in 
the Santa Cruz Sentinel on February  
14, 2016. u

Eighteen years after her own 
experience with O’Neil l  Sea  
 Odyssey,  Jose f ina  F lo res 

accompanied her son, Joel Ruiz, on 
September 30, 2017 during his class 
from Hall Distr ict School in North 
Monterey County. Joel’s teacher, Alice 
Miller, was also the same one who had 
brought his Mom and her class out 
nearly two decades ago!

Our Ocean Backyard:
Derek Walton Lighthouse – Santa Cruz’s Landmark

Thank You for 20 
Years, Here’s to 
20 More

Want Your  
Newsletter Emailed?
If you would like to opt out of the 
paper version of this newsletter  
 and would like a PDF emailed to you, 
please email dhaifley@oneillseaodys-
sey.org and write in the subject line: 
“Email newsletter please”. Thank you! u

Keep Up On  
Weekly Happenings
Check out O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s blog 
oneillseaodyssey.org/blog. Thank you 
for your 20 years of support! u

18 Years After Her 
Own Sea Odyssey 
Trip, Mom Brings 

Son in Class with the 
Same Teacher

BY JACK, BRIDGET & TIM O’NEILL

WOver 250 people jammed 
into the Seymour Marine 
Discovery Center in Santa 

Cruz O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s 20th 
Anniversary celebration on Saturday, 
September 17 for an elegant evening 
of art, hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, music, 
and an auction. Elsewhere in this 
newsletter is a description of the event, 
and some wonderful photos by our own  
Nikki Brooks.

At the end of 2016 our program will 
have served over 90,000 students, put-
ting us on track to reach our goal of 
100,000 served by our field trip by the 
end of 2018. That does not count the 
students reached by our Virtual Program 
and by our online classroom science 
curriculum offered through the Pepper 

Professional Development Network. 
We would like to thank all the 

donors, partners, and volunteers who 
have helped to power our program, and 
the teachers and students who have 
participated. We look forward to see-
ing this program continue for another 
20 years, and beyond! u



O’Neill Sea Odyssey intern Karina 

Gonzalez wrote this blog post after 

accompanying a class from Watsonville’s 

Radcliff School in September, 2016.

Goodbye summer, hello fal l . 
With school back in session, 
classes have been boarding 

the catamaran once again. This time it 
was Radcliff Elementary School from 
Watsonville. This class of fifth graders 
came in with plenty of excitement as 
they arrived at the OSO building. After 
they patiently awaited instructions 
and guidelines, they strapped on their 
life preservers and they were ready! 
As normal protocol the students were 
separated into 3 groups and they chose 
their group names, which happened to 
be the harbor seals, California sea lions, 
and elephant seals. Then they were off!

As the students boarded the boat 
their excitement grew to curiosity as they 
all nestled onto the net looking at the 
waves ahead. However, their curiosity 
must have been on the physical beauty 
of the ocean because these students 
came with plenty of knowledge on the 
dynamics of the ocean. These students 
quickly answered questions about the role 
of plankton and kelp forests in the ocean. 
They even compared the role of micro-
habitats to the movie Finding Nemo. The 

students were also very aware of the 
dangerous effects of pollution to ocean 
animals. One student even brought up 
the unfortunate event of animals getting 
caught in soda can plastic rings.

But since they were aboard the 
OSO catamaran, they had the fortunate 
opportunity to expand their knowledge. 
The students got a chance to learn about 
how compasses work and they were able 
to test out their newly found knowledge 
into action. The students were also able 
to reel in a sample of ocean water and 
observe the plankton that were present.

Once the boat ride ended, the 
students then gathered inside the 
OSO building to continue their learning 
experience. Inside, they got to map 
out their measurements taken with the 
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Radcliff’s Rad 
Students

SUPPORTER
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bill & Emilie Highley
Ellen Yeoman
John & Vicki Pearse
Joyce Hopkins - In Memory of 
   Bill Fieberling
Mintie White Elementary School, 
   Room 26
Richard & Diane Klein
Rosemary Brogan & Gary Caballero
United Methodist Women
CREW MEMBER
Diane Cohan - In Memory of 
   Randall Cohan
Jerry & Jean Thomas
Kitty Hansen
Lindsey Miller
Marilyn Rigler
Mike DeClement
Nancy Rideout - In Memory of 
   Bill Fieberling
Nancy Rideout - In Memory of 
   Phil Worthen
Roaring Camp Railroad
Shan & Pinki Gilmore
NAVIGATOR
Amica Companies Foundation
Bruce & Susan Krogstad
Douglass & Cherie Thorne
Freedom Lions Club
Jesse & Christine Nickell
Laurel Andres
Mary Morgan
Matthew Hyde & Lisa Beaudreau
Michael & Karena Pushnik
Mike Morton & Nancy Lewis
Mike Rotkin & Madelyn McCaul
Patricia Ellis
Phyllis Rosenblum
Richard & Gay Giffen
Sabine Dukes & Brian Peterson
Steve Belcher
Tom & Lili Beggs
Volunteer Center of Santa Cruz, 
   Human Race
CAPTAIN’S CIRCLE 
Amy Harrington - In Memory of 
   Doug Virostko
Barbara Gibson - In Memory of 
   Alice L. Hutchinson
Barbara Gibson - In Memory of 
   Ken Doret
Cartwright, Scruggs, Fulton & Walther
David & Geri Lieby
Douglas Ardley
Gary & Marilyn Patton
Greg & Sue Mendell
Jeffrey & Jane Koopman
Johnson Paving, Inc.
Linda Locklin
Mary Arman
Michael & Janet Beautz
Nick & Ruth Royal
Priscilla Brown
Trudie Ransom
COMMODORE’S CIRCLE 
Alicia & Merrill Newman
Barbara Canfield
Brian Foss

Bryan Cockel
David Dennis
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Fischer Family Fund
Gary Filizetti
Genevieve & Larry Tartaglino - 
   In Memory of Harry Kelly
Harvey & Judy Nickelson
John & Gayle McDonald
John Carmack
Leon & Sylvia Panetta
Lighthouse Bank
Linda & Brad Wiles
Marcella & Joe Hall
Margit & Bert Aramburu
Mary & Harry Blanchard
Mike Hopper - In Honor of The 
   Crew of “Twin Lakes”
Milligan Family Foundation
Monterey County Fish & Game 
   Commission
Morgan Stanley
Neal Coonerty
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
Patrice Riley
Phil Vandenberg - In Memory of 
   Bill McMurray
Reed & Tricia Geisreiter
Ronald & Barbara Graves
Rotary Club of Capitola-Aptos
Rowland & Pat Rebele
Rustie & Larry Tartaglino - 
   In Memory of Alex Peabody
Rustie & Larry Tartaglino - 
   In Memory of Bill Fieberling
Santa Cruz County Bank
Schilit-McLaughlin Family Charitable 
Fund - In Memory of Ernest Rideout
Socksmith Design, Inc
Stephanie Harlan
Ted Balestreri
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The McEvoy-Worsencroft 
   Philanthropy Fund
Vernon & Meredith Wallace
West Marine BlueFuture Fund 
   at the CFSCC
ADMIRAL’S CIRCLE 
Bailey Properties
Colligan Family Charitable Fund
Community Bridges
Devcon Construction, Inc.
Edelgard Heine
Joyce Wrenn
Kung Guerra Foundation
Leo M. Shortino Family Foundation
Repass/Rodgers Charitable Foundation
Robert & Carol Simpkins Family 
   Fund at the CFSCC
Santa Cruz Rotary Foundation
The Upjohn California Fund
United Way of Santa Cruz County
West Marine Products Inc.
DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
Anonymous
Anonymous Fund at the East Bay 
   Community Foundation
California Coastal Commission
City of Capitola
Pebble Beach Company Foundation
The Nicholson Family Foundation

CHAIR’S CIRCLE
Cisco Systems Foundation
City of Santa Cruz
City of Scotts Valley
Community Foundation 
   Santa Cruz County
Eckhardt Chandler Fund at the CFSCC
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
IN MEMORY OF GUS GREGORY
Alice & Nick Sweetland
Andrea Gregory
Barbara Roti
Gail Creath
Jack & Stephanie Koraleski
John & Carol Brittain
Mark Gregory
Mary & Harry Blanchard
Nancy Rideout
Peter McCormick
ADAM WEBSTER FUND
Bill & Jan Bright
Ceil Cirillo
Denise Valencia
Jack & Allison McLaughlin
Roger & Shirley Birr
Tom & Judy Webster
DANIEL MOTTA FUND
Anonymous
Neal & Susan Motta
IN-KIND
Cruzio
Team O’Neill 

THE OCEAN IS ALIVE 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 
Abby Newman
AEI Consultants
Al & Marian Carlson
Alejandro Felix Lopez
Amy Rosa Harrington
Ana Ventura Phares
Andrea Graham & Evans Howell
Angela Lipanovich
Annieglass
Anthony McNaught
Bank of America/Merrill Lynch
Bargetto Winery
Beau & Stacey Vrolyk
Beth & Richard Svee
Bill & Brigid Simpkins
Bill Jersey
Bonny Doon Vineyard
Bridget O’Neill
Britt Felix Lopez
Bryan Cockel & Jane Orbuch
Café Cruz
Carl & Marianne Salas
Carol Fuller
Catharine Segurson
Cathi O’Neill
Cathleen Eckhardt & Michelle Wall
Celeste Basuino-Alvarez
Chantal Christiana Maria Van Boxtel
Charles Dixon
Charles Lester
Christina Cuevas
Christine Slatter
Cynthia Chase
Cynthia Mathews

Dan & Rebecca Haifley
David Revell
David Terrazas
Deborah Tracy-Proulx
Debra Olson
Dennis & Ramona Smith
Dianne & Ron Graves
Discretion Brewing
Don Lea
Doug & Donna Maher
Doug Jones
Dream Inn
Earth-In Canteen
Ed Grant
Ed Martinez
Edward Newman
Elyxir Distributing
Emily Reilly
Emma Hurley
Etsuko Walker
Fred Keeley
Gary Pezzi
George Leonard
Goodwill Industries
Greenspace Company
Greg McPheeters
Greg Pepping
Harmony Hotel
Hilton Scotts Valley
Hugh & Dorothy McGinnis
J.M. Brown
Jack & Allison McLaughlin
Jack O’Neill
Jackie Nunez
James King
Jan Fierwale
Jane Orbuch
Jason Smith
Java Junction SC Harbor
Jim & Kim Beckett
Jimmy Panetta
Joan Norvelle
Jochim Family Foundation
Joe & Marcella Hall
John & Annalea Collins
John Carmack
John Funkey
John Hunter
John Laird
John Leopold
Jonathan & Susan Wittwer
Joyce Anderson
Joyce Wrenn
Karen Nevis
Katharine Minott
Katherine O’Dei
Kathleen Riley
Kayak Connection
Kevin Kingston
Khordz
Kim Thoits
KSCO - AM
Kuumbwa Jazz Center
Lance Hulsey
Lance Wexler
Laura Barnes-Walker
Lee Slaff
Lighthouse Bank
Linda Dunsmore
Lisa Ekers
(‘Thank You’ continued inside)

compass, view the plankton under 
the microscope, and learn more 
about pollution.

With this full day of activities, it is safe 
to say that Radcliff Elementary School’s 
fifth grade class got to experience a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. Not only 
did they learn more about the ocean 
and its inhabitants, but they had the 
opportunity to put their knowledge to the 
test with hands on activities on the boat 
and back inside the classroom. It’s great 
students such as them that will be future 
spokesmen of ocean awareness! u

Radcliff’s Rad Students

May - October 2016 Contributors (accumulated giving)Thank You

Radcliffe students on Monterey Bay, Karina Gonzalez
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T
hanks to the volunteers, donors 
and committee members who 
made “The Ocean Is Alive” 

happen, OSO raised $75,000 the 
evening of September 17. Guests 
enjoyed stilt dancers, harp music, wine 
in re-purposed, engraved glasses, 
watched a special edition 20th 
anniversary video and participated 
in live and silent auctions. To watch 
the special edition video, go to 
tinyurl.com/oso20thcelebration 
(‘20th’ continued inside). u

O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey’s 20th 

Anniversary 
Celebration

Fall/Winter 2016 News

Left to Right: OSO Board member Jim Thoits, Kim Thoits, 
Former California State Assemblymember and Santa Cruz 
mayor, John Laird, OSO Executive Director, Dan Haifley, 
Rebecca Haifley

Pat O’Neill addresses the crowd with Auctioneer 
Anthony McNaught.

BY DAN HAIFLEY, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PHOTOS BY
NIKKI BROOKS




