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Thanks to a lot of hard work 
by David Wear and Stephie 
Tucker of iKorb, Laura Barnes 

and Adam Steckley of O’Neill Sea 
O d y s s e y  a n d  P e t e r  M c A n e n y 
of O’Neil l  Wetsuits, O’Neil l  Sea 
Odyssey’s new website is up and 

running! It has a place for blogs, 
videos, host data gathered by students 
at OSO and i t  has great onl ine 
educational resources for classroom 
teachers, including curriculum in 
English and Spanish. Check it out at 
www.oneillseaodyssey.org  u
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A snapshot of the new O’Neill Sea Odyssey home page

Final Review for 
Long Term Study 
BY JACK O’NEILL, OSO FOUNDER; 
AND BRIDGET O’NEILL, OSO CHAIR

San Jose State University master’s 
candidate Lauren Hanneman 
has completed her study of 

the long term impact of O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey (OSO), a free, ocean-going 
environmental science program for 4th 
– 6th grade youth. Her paper has been 
accepted for presentation at the North  
American Association of Environmental 
Education (NAAEE) conference in 
Oakland, California. There were a 
record number of submissions this year. 
(“Study” continued on next page) 

BY DEBRA FREY, OWNER/BROKER, 
INTERO REAL ESTATE—SANTA 
CRUZ HARBOR 

O
n behalf of Intero Real Estate-
 Santa Cruz Harbor, I’d like to thank 
those who made “Taste of the 

Harbor” in support of O’Neill Sea Odyssey 
(OSO), an immense success, with great food, 
beverages, company and music by “The 
Original Substitutes”. With the proceeds from 
the event, OSO will be able to continue taking 
more students on hands-on educational 
experiences, in the Monterey Bay.   

Special thanks go to the Crow’s Nest, who 
kindly donated not only a beautiful location 
and setup for the event, but delicious food 
as well. Marilou, Bryan, Gallo, Chuck, Mac, 
Mitch, Angel, Juan, Alan, Jeff, Jose, Turner 

and Chelsea all arrived early and stayed late 
in order to help with everything. The Harbor 
High Baseball team was able to contribute 
to setup and take down of everything, while 
earning some money for their program.

Additionally, we would like to give thanks 
for the gracious donations of food, beverages 
and auction items given in support of 
OSO. Aldo’s, Café El Palomar, Casablanca 
Inn & Bistro, The Crow’s Nest, Deli-Licious, 
Hula’s Island Grill, Johnny’s Harborside, 
The Kind Grind, Louie’s Cajun Kitchen and 
Bourbon Bar and The True Olive Connection 
all contributed wonderful food for the people 
that showed up in support.  Beverages were 
provided by the Santa Cruz Boardwalk, 
COUCH Distributing Company, Mejor Ultra 
Premium Tequila and Hilary Bryant. Auction 
and raffle items from O’Neill Yacht Charters, 
Byington Winery, Louanne Korver, Ed 
Martinez III, Debi Parola, Covewater Paddle 
Surf, Santa Cruz Port District, the Santa 
Cruz Warriors and Gino Blefari of Intero 
Real Estate Services, Inc. were all a great 
success. Dwight Clark even did a rendition 
of his famous play, “The Catch”.

Thank you Fred Keeley, Steve Reed, 
Mark Massara and Jaime Neary for helping 
to distribute items to those that won. Erin 
Robbins and her team from Brody and 

Cole helped with the raffle, and the HOLA 
employee group from Bank of America 
assisted with check-in and other tasks. 
Monterey and Santa Cruz Vacation Rentals 
also donated a large sum of money directly 
to the event. And last, but not least, a 
huge thank you to PG&E, PPD, Radio 
Monterey Bay, Corporate Communications 
Inc., the Santa Clara University Athletics 
Bronco Bench Foundation, Sentinel, 
Good Times, Hawk Photography, KZSC 
and KSCO for their sponsorships and 
media coverage and awareness. And to 
everyone else that came out in support, 
thank you. u
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BY DAN HAIFLEY,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Santa Cruz Sentinel columnist and OSO 
Executive Director Dan Haifley wrote this 
during his recent trip to the Galapagos 
Islands, in the equatorial Pacific.

W e stepped onto Santa Fe 
Island after a wet landing 
from our zodiac in this 

turquoise bay perhaps 50 yards wide. 
The bay is framed on one side by a 
phalanx of volcanic rock ending in a spit 
of sand and vegetation off shore and on 
the other side by a sheer cliff.

The harsh Pacific swell loses energy 
as it climbs a gentle slope of sand that 
has gathered at the foot of this old 
volcano where some rocks date back 4 
million years.

Swimming in these waters, we were 
surrounded by Galapagos sea lions 
swarming playfully around and beneath 
us. Lounging on the beach, they display 
a relaxed charisma, turning over onto 
their backs and nodding their heads as 
if beckoning you to pet them. 

A sea lion pulled her newborn pup 
along the dry side of the tide line on 
this white coral sand beach. Overhead, 
frigates, black-winged birds shaped to 
glide along currents of air seemingly 
without effort, hovered ready to swoop 
down and grab the baby sea lion.

Deterring them was the sharp beak 
of a blue heron aimed upward piercing 
at those who swooped down close. Two 
hawks sat on volcanic rocks above the 
beach, calm and aware of the opportunity 
awaiting them.

“The mother does not understand,” 
said our naturalist, Sabina Estupiñan, 
who has seen this before in her 
years of interpreting life for visitors to 
these volcanic islands 670 miles west  
of Ecuador. 

Mother continued to pull her pup 
along the sand, then into the water. 
Perhaps that would jolt it to life and her 
baby would begin to swim. She nudged 

it and waited, while other sea lions on 
the beach continued to lounge. The 
heron’s beak again pointed skyward as 
the frigates circled overhead.

Mother began pulling her baby up on 
the ascending pile of rocks above the 
beach, up one level, then another. She 
stopped once to bark an announcement 
of its arrival, as the hawks peered down.

She pulled the pup up another rock, 
then one more. Just below the canopy of 
vegetation, she placed her baby along 
a rock and pulled up beside it. As the 
mother tucked in to her pup, another 
younger sea lion pulled up along side 
and began caressing her with its nose.

The Galapagos sea lion is an 
endemic marine mammal, which means 
it came from somewhere else but has 
adapted to its immediate environment. 
California sea lions migrated to this 
island chain thousands of miles south. 
Succeeding generations began to 
evolve the shape of its face and nose 
to the unique feeding opportunities in 
the archipelago. The blue heron and 
pelican in the Galapagos look strikingly 
like those found along the west coast of 
the United States. 

About 97 percent of land on the 
islands is protected and can only be 
accessed with a naturalist trained by 
the national park service that manages 
them, while the waters surrounding the 
archipelago have been given status as 
a marine reserve though enforcement  
is difficult. 

Many species, including the Darwin 
finches, adapted differently on each 
island. Ironically, in his brief time in there 
Charles Darwin himself sent samples 
back to England but was unaware of 
the subtle differences until a colleague 
discovered it. Years later these were 
among the data used in the development 
of the science of natural selection.

As the afternoon cloud cover 
darkened, the mother and her friend 
kept vigil next to the lifeless pup. The 
frigates, herons and hawks continued 
to wait. And so went the cycle of  
life, one day on this island in the 
equatorial Pacific.

This column appeared in the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel on September 1, 2012. u oneillseaodyssey.org
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Our Ocean Backyard: 
Death in the Galapagos

OSO Featured in  
Laura and John 
Arnold Foundation’s 
Online Giving Library

The Texas-based Laura and 
John Arnold Foundation has 
chosen O’Neill Sea Odyssey as 

one of the inaugural charities featured 
in its video online giving library, at  

www.givinglibrary.org. According 
to the Foundation, the library is a 
resource for donors. Their website 
states: “The Giving Library offers 
philanthropists an innovative way to 
enhance their strategic charitable 
giving. Donors can explore our online 
archive of video interviews to locate, 
study, compare and engage with 
hundreds of nonprofit organizations 
across the country. The Giving Library 
also serves nonprofit organizations 

by enhancing donor access through a 
compelling medium, increasing overall 
visibility, and providing an opportunity 
to learn about peer organizations 
across the country.”

The Foundation provided all the 
costs of producing the video for O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey, including travel costs for 
Executive Director Dan Haifley. To see 
OSO’s video, go to www.givinglibrary.
o r g / o r g a n i z a t i o n s / o n e i l l - s e a -
odyssey u 

You’re part of the reason we’re 
here. You can also be part of the 
reason we’ll be here 25 years 

from now, or 100 years from now.
Since 1996, O’Neill Sea Odyssey 

(OSO) has served over 65,000 youth 
with a free, ocean-going science and 
environment program based in the Santa 
Cruz Harbor for youth from the Monterey 
and San Francisco Bay areas, and beyond. 
Youth also participate in a community 
service project and have an opportunity for 
follow-up ocean science lessons provided 
by OSO in their own classroom.  

This has been possible in part because 
the Santa Cruz Yacht Club—and individual 
members like you—have provided much-
needed and deeply appreciated support 
for OSO’s program for area youth. This 
is especially true for the Adam Webster 

On September 18 Barbara  
 Bicknell’s class from Haman 
Elementary School came to 

participate in the OSO program. Barbara 
has been bringing her classes for several 
years and has always been enthusiastic 
about OSO and ocean science. 

This year as we were walking down 
the dock to board the Team O’Neill with 
her class, Barbara told me the story of 
Stephen, a student from her class the 
previous year who had undergone a 
major transformation inspired by OSO. 

Stephen is a hard of hearing student 
that wasn’t diagnosed or given hearing 
aids until he was about six years old. 
Due to his hearing disability, Stephen 
was delayed in speaking and learning 
to read. When Stephen entered Barbara 
Bicknell’s 4th grade class, Barbara 
recognized that Stephen’s inability to 
express his intelligence in class made 
him unmotivated to do well in school. 
That year Barbara was scheduled to 
bring her students to OSO. Barbara 
brought pictures from the previous 
year’s OSO trip to class to show to her 
current students. From the moment he 
saw the photos, Stephen began to get 
excited about the trip and talked about 
it constantly. After Stephen’s experience 
at OSO he told Barbara that he wanted 
to become a marine biologist and she 
noticed a massive improvement in his 
school work. Stephen gained more 
than a year’s worth of learning in  
six months. 

In order to encourage Stephen’s 
progress, (‘Stephen’ cont. next page)

Memorial Fund, started by Tom and Judy 
Webster, which honors their late son with 
a special program for youth with cognitive 
and physical disabilities.

In 2005 OSO’s Board of Directors 
made a commitment to raise funds to 
ensure OSO’s future by establishing, 
and personally contributing funds to, a 
permanent endowment fund for OSO 
which is housed at the Community 
Foundation for Santa Cruz County.   

We would like to invite you to help us 
build a future foundation for our program, 
for the kids, and for the ocean.

You can do this by naming OSO’s 
permanent fund at Community 
Foundation of Santa Cruz County in your 
estate plan. There are also many ways to 
leave a permanent legacy and reap some 
significant financial benefits before hand, 
including: a beneficiary designation in 
your retirement fund or insurance policy, 
gifts from a will or living trust, an annuity 
that provides you with lifetime income, 
gifts of real estate, and charitable trusts.

We would be honored to meet with 
you to discuss supporting our permanent 
fund in a way that works best for you. 
Please contact Dan Haifley at (831) 465-
9390 or at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.
org, or fill out the attached form and mail it 
to us. Thank you! u

(‘Stephen’ cont. from previous page)
Barbara told him that if he 

continued to do well and work 
hard, she would reward him with 
(cont.) a trip to the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and that he could go scuba 
diving. For his graduation, Barbara gave 
him the tickets and trip information and 
Stephen spent an amazing day enjoying 
himself and learning more about the 
ocean at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
Most importantly, Stephen says that 
since going on the O’Neill Sea Odyssey 
field trip, he has really changed how he 
feels about school and about what he 
can be when he grows up. uq I have named OSO in my estate plan (we will contact you relative to recognition)

q I would like to talk to someone about a gift to OSO in my estate plan
q I wish to learn more about the OSO/Community Foundation’s gift annuity program
q I would like the recommended language for including OSO in my estate plan

Name(s):_________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:_____Zip:________________

Telephone (day):_________________Telephone (evening):_________________

Email___________________________________________________________  

Please send to OSO, 2222 East Cliff Drive, Suite 222; Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Leave a Legacy 
for Youth and 
the Ocean

Stephen: A Marine 
Biologist in the 
Making, Inspired  
by OSO

Bill Simpkins, Community Volunteer, 
   Boat Owner

Robert Stephens, President, California 
   Audubon; Owner, Elkhorn Native  
   Plant Nursery

Mark Tracy, Santa Cruz County Sheriff-
   Coroner (ret.)

survey and were sampled from  
7 elementary schools that used OSO in 
Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and Monterey 
Counties. The survey included a 
question and drawing section as well 
as 5 Likert-scale questions, used to 
capture information about students’ 
knowledge and attitudes about how 
they think pollution enters the ocean. 
Students were placed into 4 separate 
mental models based on the content 
of their responses. The models were 
analyzed based on OSO participation, 
income level, community setting, and 
the influence of other experiential 
environmental education programs.  

Ms. Hanneman’s resul ts show 
75.1% of students who participated 

(“Study” continued from front cover)
Ms. Hanneman, also an OSO 

instructor, had previously presented her 
work at the Association of Environmental 
Studies and Sciences conference 
at Santa Clara University on Friday, 
June 22. The presentation was named 
“The Effectiveness of Experiential 
Environmental Education in Connecting 
Youth to Nature: A Case Study on the 
O’Neill Sea Odyssey Program.” It was 
also selected as one of the 5 finalists to 
present at the Best Student Presentation 
forum to be held during Session E, on 
Saturday, June 23, 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

For her study, 261 7-10th grade 
students participated in an anonymous 

in OSO had a long-term retention of 
knowledge of material taught in the OSO 
Ecology curriculum, based on non-point 
source pollution, which is land-based. 
The students within this “Mental Model” 
make the connection between litter 
and ocean pollution. Previous studies 
have shown that increased knowledge 
and attitudes are the best indicators 
of “intentions to act”, or changed 
behaviors. The only socio-demographic 
variables that had an effect on students’ 
mental models were the community 
setting, distance from the ocean, 
and the number of other experiential 
environmental education field trips that 
the students attended. Income, gender, 
grade level, and language did not have 
a significant effect.  

We look forward to the study’s 
publication, most likely in 2013. u

Pictured from L to R Lisa Crivello,  
Dan Haifley, OSO Executive Director,  
and Kiran Brar.

Thank You Bank 
of America

In addition to providing volunteers 
to help with Taste of the Harbor  
 2012, B of A has made a generous 

donation of $5000. u



BY DAN HAIFLEY,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Santa Cruz Sentinel columnist and OSO 
Executive Director Dan Haifley wrote this 
during his recent trip to the Galapagos 
Islands, in the equatorial Pacific.

W e stepped onto Santa Fe 
Island after a wet landing 
from our zodiac in this 

turquoise bay perhaps 50 yards wide. 
The bay is framed on one side by a 
phalanx of volcanic rock ending in a spit 
of sand and vegetation off shore and on 
the other side by a sheer cliff.

The harsh Pacific swell loses energy 
as it climbs a gentle slope of sand that 
has gathered at the foot of this old 
volcano where some rocks date back 4 
million years.

Swimming in these waters, we were 
surrounded by Galapagos sea lions 
swarming playfully around and beneath 
us. Lounging on the beach, they display 
a relaxed charisma, turning over onto 
their backs and nodding their heads as 
if beckoning you to pet them. 

A sea lion pulled her newborn pup 
along the dry side of the tide line on 
this white coral sand beach. Overhead, 
frigates, black-winged birds shaped to 
glide along currents of air seemingly 
without effort, hovered ready to swoop 
down and grab the baby sea lion.

Deterring them was the sharp beak 
of a blue heron aimed upward piercing 
at those who swooped down close. Two 
hawks sat on volcanic rocks above the 
beach, calm and aware of the opportunity 
awaiting them.

“The mother does not understand,” 
said our naturalist, Sabina Estupiñan, 
who has seen this before in her 
years of interpreting life for visitors to 
these volcanic islands 670 miles west  
of Ecuador. 

Mother continued to pull her pup 
along the sand, then into the water. 
Perhaps that would jolt it to life and her 
baby would begin to swim. She nudged 

it and waited, while other sea lions on 
the beach continued to lounge. The 
heron’s beak again pointed skyward as 
the frigates circled overhead.

Mother began pulling her baby up on 
the ascending pile of rocks above the 
beach, up one level, then another. She 
stopped once to bark an announcement 
of its arrival, as the hawks peered down.

She pulled the pup up another rock, 
then one more. Just below the canopy of 
vegetation, she placed her baby along 
a rock and pulled up beside it. As the 
mother tucked in to her pup, another 
younger sea lion pulled up along side 
and began caressing her with its nose.

The Galapagos sea lion is an 
endemic marine mammal, which means 
it came from somewhere else but has 
adapted to its immediate environment. 
California sea lions migrated to this 
island chain thousands of miles south. 
Succeeding generations began to 
evolve the shape of its face and nose 
to the unique feeding opportunities in 
the archipelago. The blue heron and 
pelican in the Galapagos look strikingly 
like those found along the west coast of 
the United States. 

About 97 percent of land on the 
islands is protected and can only be 
accessed with a naturalist trained by 
the national park service that manages 
them, while the waters surrounding the 
archipelago have been given status as 
a marine reserve though enforcement  
is difficult. 

Many species, including the Darwin 
finches, adapted differently on each 
island. Ironically, in his brief time in there 
Charles Darwin himself sent samples 
back to England but was unaware of 
the subtle differences until a colleague 
discovered it. Years later these were 
among the data used in the development 
of the science of natural selection.

As the afternoon cloud cover 
darkened, the mother and her friend 
kept vigil next to the lifeless pup. The 
frigates, herons and hawks continued 
to wait. And so went the cycle of  
life, one day on this island in the 
equatorial Pacific.

This column appeared in the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel on September 1, 2012. u oneillseaodyssey.org
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Our Ocean Backyard: 
Death in the Galapagos

OSO Featured in  
Laura and John 
Arnold Foundation’s 
Online Giving Library

The Texas-based Laura and 
John Arnold Foundation has 
chosen O’Neill Sea Odyssey as 

one of the inaugural charities featured 
in its video online giving library, at  

www.givinglibrary.org. According 
to the Foundation, the library is a 
resource for donors. Their website 
states: “The Giving Library offers 
philanthropists an innovative way to 
enhance their strategic charitable 
giving. Donors can explore our online 
archive of video interviews to locate, 
study, compare and engage with 
hundreds of nonprofit organizations 
across the country. The Giving Library 
also serves nonprofit organizations 

by enhancing donor access through a 
compelling medium, increasing overall 
visibility, and providing an opportunity 
to learn about peer organizations 
across the country.”

The Foundation provided all the 
costs of producing the video for O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey, including travel costs for 
Executive Director Dan Haifley. To see 
OSO’s video, go to www.givinglibrary.
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You’re part of the reason we’re 
here. You can also be part of the 
reason we’ll be here 25 years 

from now, or 100 years from now.
Since 1996, O’Neill Sea Odyssey 

(OSO) has served over 65,000 youth 
with a free, ocean-going science and 
environment program based in the Santa 
Cruz Harbor for youth from the Monterey 
and San Francisco Bay areas, and beyond. 
Youth also participate in a community 
service project and have an opportunity for 
follow-up ocean science lessons provided 
by OSO in their own classroom.  

This has been possible in part because 
the Santa Cruz Yacht Club—and individual 
members like you—have provided much-
needed and deeply appreciated support 
for OSO’s program for area youth. This 
is especially true for the Adam Webster 

On September 18 Barbara  
 Bicknell’s class from Haman 
Elementary School came to 

participate in the OSO program. Barbara 
has been bringing her classes for several 
years and has always been enthusiastic 
about OSO and ocean science. 

This year as we were walking down 
the dock to board the Team O’Neill with 
her class, Barbara told me the story of 
Stephen, a student from her class the 
previous year who had undergone a 
major transformation inspired by OSO. 

Stephen is a hard of hearing student 
that wasn’t diagnosed or given hearing 
aids until he was about six years old. 
Due to his hearing disability, Stephen 
was delayed in speaking and learning 
to read. When Stephen entered Barbara 
Bicknell’s 4th grade class, Barbara 
recognized that Stephen’s inability to 
express his intelligence in class made 
him unmotivated to do well in school. 
That year Barbara was scheduled to 
bring her students to OSO. Barbara 
brought pictures from the previous 
year’s OSO trip to class to show to her 
current students. From the moment he 
saw the photos, Stephen began to get 
excited about the trip and talked about 
it constantly. After Stephen’s experience 
at OSO he told Barbara that he wanted 
to become a marine biologist and she 
noticed a massive improvement in his 
school work. Stephen gained more 
than a year’s worth of learning in  
six months. 

In order to encourage Stephen’s 
progress, (‘Stephen’ cont. next page)

Memorial Fund, started by Tom and Judy 
Webster, which honors their late son with 
a special program for youth with cognitive 
and physical disabilities.

In 2005 OSO’s Board of Directors 
made a commitment to raise funds to 
ensure OSO’s future by establishing, 
and personally contributing funds to, a 
permanent endowment fund for OSO 
which is housed at the Community 
Foundation for Santa Cruz County.   

We would like to invite you to help us 
build a future foundation for our program, 
for the kids, and for the ocean.

You can do this by naming OSO’s 
permanent fund at Community 
Foundation of Santa Cruz County in your 
estate plan. There are also many ways to 
leave a permanent legacy and reap some 
significant financial benefits before hand, 
including: a beneficiary designation in 
your retirement fund or insurance policy, 
gifts from a will or living trust, an annuity 
that provides you with lifetime income, 
gifts of real estate, and charitable trusts.

We would be honored to meet with 
you to discuss supporting our permanent 
fund in a way that works best for you. 
Please contact Dan Haifley at (831) 465-
9390 or at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.
org, or fill out the attached form and mail it 
to us. Thank you! u

(‘Stephen’ cont. from previous page)
Barbara told him that if he 

continued to do well and work 
hard, she would reward him with 
(cont.) a trip to the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and that he could go scuba 
diving. For his graduation, Barbara gave 
him the tickets and trip information and 
Stephen spent an amazing day enjoying 
himself and learning more about the 
ocean at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
Most importantly, Stephen says that 
since going on the O’Neill Sea Odyssey 
field trip, he has really changed how he 
feels about school and about what he 
can be when he grows up. uq I have named OSO in my estate plan (we will contact you relative to recognition)

q I would like to talk to someone about a gift to OSO in my estate plan
q I wish to learn more about the OSO/Community Foundation’s gift annuity program
q I would like the recommended language for including OSO in my estate plan

Name(s):_________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:_____Zip:________________

Telephone (day):_________________Telephone (evening):_________________

Email___________________________________________________________  

Please send to OSO, 2222 East Cliff Drive, Suite 222; Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Leave a Legacy 
for Youth and 
the Ocean

Stephen: A Marine 
Biologist in the 
Making, Inspired  
by OSO

Bill Simpkins, Community Volunteer, 
   Boat Owner

Robert Stephens, President, California 
   Audubon; Owner, Elkhorn Native  
   Plant Nursery

Mark Tracy, Santa Cruz County Sheriff-
   Coroner (ret.)

survey and were sampled from  
7 elementary schools that used OSO in 
Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and Monterey 
Counties. The survey included a 
question and drawing section as well 
as 5 Likert-scale questions, used to 
capture information about students’ 
knowledge and attitudes about how 
they think pollution enters the ocean. 
Students were placed into 4 separate 
mental models based on the content 
of their responses. The models were 
analyzed based on OSO participation, 
income level, community setting, and 
the influence of other experiential 
environmental education programs.  

Ms. Hanneman’s resul ts show 
75.1% of students who participated 

(“Study” continued from front cover)
Ms. Hanneman, also an OSO 

instructor, had previously presented her 
work at the Association of Environmental 
Studies and Sciences conference 
at Santa Clara University on Friday, 
June 22. The presentation was named 
“The Effectiveness of Experiential 
Environmental Education in Connecting 
Youth to Nature: A Case Study on the 
O’Neill Sea Odyssey Program.” It was 
also selected as one of the 5 finalists to 
present at the Best Student Presentation 
forum to be held during Session E, on 
Saturday, June 23, 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

For her study, 261 7-10th grade 
students participated in an anonymous 

in OSO had a long-term retention of 
knowledge of material taught in the OSO 
Ecology curriculum, based on non-point 
source pollution, which is land-based. 
The students within this “Mental Model” 
make the connection between litter 
and ocean pollution. Previous studies 
have shown that increased knowledge 
and attitudes are the best indicators 
of “intentions to act”, or changed 
behaviors. The only socio-demographic 
variables that had an effect on students’ 
mental models were the community 
setting, distance from the ocean, 
and the number of other experiential 
environmental education field trips that 
the students attended. Income, gender, 
grade level, and language did not have 
a significant effect.  

We look forward to the study’s 
publication, most likely in 2013. u

Pictured from L to R Lisa Crivello,  
Dan Haifley, OSO Executive Director,  
and Kiran Brar.

Thank You Bank 
of America

In addition to providing volunteers 
to help with Taste of the Harbor  
 2012, B of A has made a generous 

donation of $5000. u



BY DAN HAIFLEY,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Santa Cruz Sentinel columnist and OSO 
Executive Director Dan Haifley wrote this 
during his recent trip to the Galapagos 
Islands, in the equatorial Pacific.

W e stepped onto Santa Fe 
Island after a wet landing 
from our zodiac in this 

turquoise bay perhaps 50 yards wide. 
The bay is framed on one side by a 
phalanx of volcanic rock ending in a spit 
of sand and vegetation off shore and on 
the other side by a sheer cliff.

The harsh Pacific swell loses energy 
as it climbs a gentle slope of sand that 
has gathered at the foot of this old 
volcano where some rocks date back 4 
million years.

Swimming in these waters, we were 
surrounded by Galapagos sea lions 
swarming playfully around and beneath 
us. Lounging on the beach, they display 
a relaxed charisma, turning over onto 
their backs and nodding their heads as 
if beckoning you to pet them. 

A sea lion pulled her newborn pup 
along the dry side of the tide line on 
this white coral sand beach. Overhead, 
frigates, black-winged birds shaped to 
glide along currents of air seemingly 
without effort, hovered ready to swoop 
down and grab the baby sea lion.

Deterring them was the sharp beak 
of a blue heron aimed upward piercing 
at those who swooped down close. Two 
hawks sat on volcanic rocks above the 
beach, calm and aware of the opportunity 
awaiting them.

“The mother does not understand,” 
said our naturalist, Sabina Estupiñan, 
who has seen this before in her 
years of interpreting life for visitors to 
these volcanic islands 670 miles west  
of Ecuador. 

Mother continued to pull her pup 
along the sand, then into the water. 
Perhaps that would jolt it to life and her 
baby would begin to swim. She nudged 

it and waited, while other sea lions on 
the beach continued to lounge. The 
heron’s beak again pointed skyward as 
the frigates circled overhead.

Mother began pulling her baby up on 
the ascending pile of rocks above the 
beach, up one level, then another. She 
stopped once to bark an announcement 
of its arrival, as the hawks peered down.

She pulled the pup up another rock, 
then one more. Just below the canopy of 
vegetation, she placed her baby along 
a rock and pulled up beside it. As the 
mother tucked in to her pup, another 
younger sea lion pulled up along side 
and began caressing her with its nose.

The Galapagos sea lion is an 
endemic marine mammal, which means 
it came from somewhere else but has 
adapted to its immediate environment. 
California sea lions migrated to this 
island chain thousands of miles south. 
Succeeding generations began to 
evolve the shape of its face and nose 
to the unique feeding opportunities in 
the archipelago. The blue heron and 
pelican in the Galapagos look strikingly 
like those found along the west coast of 
the United States. 

About 97 percent of land on the 
islands is protected and can only be 
accessed with a naturalist trained by 
the national park service that manages 
them, while the waters surrounding the 
archipelago have been given status as 
a marine reserve though enforcement  
is difficult. 

Many species, including the Darwin 
finches, adapted differently on each 
island. Ironically, in his brief time in there 
Charles Darwin himself sent samples 
back to England but was unaware of 
the subtle differences until a colleague 
discovered it. Years later these were 
among the data used in the development 
of the science of natural selection.

As the afternoon cloud cover 
darkened, the mother and her friend 
kept vigil next to the lifeless pup. The 
frigates, herons and hawks continued 
to wait. And so went the cycle of  
life, one day on this island in the 
equatorial Pacific.

This column appeared in the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel on September 1, 2012. u oneillseaodyssey.org
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Our Ocean Backyard: 
Death in the Galapagos

OSO Featured in  
Laura and John 
Arnold Foundation’s 
Online Giving Library

The Texas-based Laura and 
John Arnold Foundation has 
chosen O’Neill Sea Odyssey as 

one of the inaugural charities featured 
in its video online giving library, at  

www.givinglibrary.org. According 
to the Foundation, the library is a 
resource for donors. Their website 
states: “The Giving Library offers 
philanthropists an innovative way to 
enhance their strategic charitable 
giving. Donors can explore our online 
archive of video interviews to locate, 
study, compare and engage with 
hundreds of nonprofit organizations 
across the country. The Giving Library 
also serves nonprofit organizations 

by enhancing donor access through a 
compelling medium, increasing overall 
visibility, and providing an opportunity 
to learn about peer organizations 
across the country.”

The Foundation provided all the 
costs of producing the video for O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey, including travel costs for 
Executive Director Dan Haifley. To see 
OSO’s video, go to www.givinglibrary.
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You’re part of the reason we’re 
here. You can also be part of the 
reason we’ll be here 25 years 

from now, or 100 years from now.
Since 1996, O’Neill Sea Odyssey 

(OSO) has served over 65,000 youth 
with a free, ocean-going science and 
environment program based in the Santa 
Cruz Harbor for youth from the Monterey 
and San Francisco Bay areas, and beyond. 
Youth also participate in a community 
service project and have an opportunity for 
follow-up ocean science lessons provided 
by OSO in their own classroom.  

This has been possible in part because 
the Santa Cruz Yacht Club—and individual 
members like you—have provided much-
needed and deeply appreciated support 
for OSO’s program for area youth. This 
is especially true for the Adam Webster 

On September 18 Barbara  
 Bicknell’s class from Haman 
Elementary School came to 

participate in the OSO program. Barbara 
has been bringing her classes for several 
years and has always been enthusiastic 
about OSO and ocean science. 

This year as we were walking down 
the dock to board the Team O’Neill with 
her class, Barbara told me the story of 
Stephen, a student from her class the 
previous year who had undergone a 
major transformation inspired by OSO. 

Stephen is a hard of hearing student 
that wasn’t diagnosed or given hearing 
aids until he was about six years old. 
Due to his hearing disability, Stephen 
was delayed in speaking and learning 
to read. When Stephen entered Barbara 
Bicknell’s 4th grade class, Barbara 
recognized that Stephen’s inability to 
express his intelligence in class made 
him unmotivated to do well in school. 
That year Barbara was scheduled to 
bring her students to OSO. Barbara 
brought pictures from the previous 
year’s OSO trip to class to show to her 
current students. From the moment he 
saw the photos, Stephen began to get 
excited about the trip and talked about 
it constantly. After Stephen’s experience 
at OSO he told Barbara that he wanted 
to become a marine biologist and she 
noticed a massive improvement in his 
school work. Stephen gained more 
than a year’s worth of learning in  
six months. 

In order to encourage Stephen’s 
progress, (‘Stephen’ cont. next page)

Memorial Fund, started by Tom and Judy 
Webster, which honors their late son with 
a special program for youth with cognitive 
and physical disabilities.

In 2005 OSO’s Board of Directors 
made a commitment to raise funds to 
ensure OSO’s future by establishing, 
and personally contributing funds to, a 
permanent endowment fund for OSO 
which is housed at the Community 
Foundation for Santa Cruz County.   

We would like to invite you to help us 
build a future foundation for our program, 
for the kids, and for the ocean.

You can do this by naming OSO’s 
permanent fund at Community 
Foundation of Santa Cruz County in your 
estate plan. There are also many ways to 
leave a permanent legacy and reap some 
significant financial benefits before hand, 
including: a beneficiary designation in 
your retirement fund or insurance policy, 
gifts from a will or living trust, an annuity 
that provides you with lifetime income, 
gifts of real estate, and charitable trusts.

We would be honored to meet with 
you to discuss supporting our permanent 
fund in a way that works best for you. 
Please contact Dan Haifley at (831) 465-
9390 or at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.
org, or fill out the attached form and mail it 
to us. Thank you! u

(‘Stephen’ cont. from previous page)
Barbara told him that if he 

continued to do well and work 
hard, she would reward him with 
(cont.) a trip to the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium and that he could go scuba 
diving. For his graduation, Barbara gave 
him the tickets and trip information and 
Stephen spent an amazing day enjoying 
himself and learning more about the 
ocean at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
Most importantly, Stephen says that 
since going on the O’Neill Sea Odyssey 
field trip, he has really changed how he 
feels about school and about what he 
can be when he grows up. uq I have named OSO in my estate plan (we will contact you relative to recognition)

q I would like to talk to someone about a gift to OSO in my estate plan
q I wish to learn more about the OSO/Community Foundation’s gift annuity program
q I would like the recommended language for including OSO in my estate plan
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Email___________________________________________________________  
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survey and were sampled from  
7 elementary schools that used OSO in 
Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and Monterey 
Counties. The survey included a 
question and drawing section as well 
as 5 Likert-scale questions, used to 
capture information about students’ 
knowledge and attitudes about how 
they think pollution enters the ocean. 
Students were placed into 4 separate 
mental models based on the content 
of their responses. The models were 
analyzed based on OSO participation, 
income level, community setting, and 
the influence of other experiential 
environmental education programs.  

Ms. Hanneman’s resul ts show 
75.1% of students who participated 

(“Study” continued from front cover)
Ms. Hanneman, also an OSO 

instructor, had previously presented her 
work at the Association of Environmental 
Studies and Sciences conference 
at Santa Clara University on Friday, 
June 22. The presentation was named 
“The Effectiveness of Experiential 
Environmental Education in Connecting 
Youth to Nature: A Case Study on the 
O’Neill Sea Odyssey Program.” It was 
also selected as one of the 5 finalists to 
present at the Best Student Presentation 
forum to be held during Session E, on 
Saturday, June 23, 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

For her study, 261 7-10th grade 
students participated in an anonymous 

in OSO had a long-term retention of 
knowledge of material taught in the OSO 
Ecology curriculum, based on non-point 
source pollution, which is land-based. 
The students within this “Mental Model” 
make the connection between litter 
and ocean pollution. Previous studies 
have shown that increased knowledge 
and attitudes are the best indicators 
of “intentions to act”, or changed 
behaviors. The only socio-demographic 
variables that had an effect on students’ 
mental models were the community 
setting, distance from the ocean, 
and the number of other experiential 
environmental education field trips that 
the students attended. Income, gender, 
grade level, and language did not have 
a significant effect.  

We look forward to the study’s 
publication, most likely in 2013. u

Pictured from L to R Lisa Crivello,  
Dan Haifley, OSO Executive Director,  
and Kiran Brar.

Thank You Bank 
of America

In addition to providing volunteers 
to help with Taste of the Harbor  
 2012, B of A has made a generous 

donation of $5000. u
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T
hanks to a lot of hard work 
by David Wear and Stephie 
Tucker of iKorb, Laura Barnes 

and Adam Steckley of O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey and Peter McAneny 
of O’Neill Wetsuits, O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey’s new website is up and 

running! It has a place for blogs, 
videos, host data gathered by students 
at OSO and it has great online 
educational resources for classroom 
teachers, including curriculum in 
English and Spanish. Check it out at 
www.oneillseaodyssey.org  u
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Has a New Website
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A snapshot of the new O’Neill Sea Odyssey home page

Final Review for 
Long Term Study 
BY JACK O’NEILL, OSO FOUNDER; 
AND BRIDGET O’NEILL, OSO CHAIR

S
an Jose State University master’s 
candidate Lauren Hanneman 
has completed her study of 

the long term impact of O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey (OSO), a free, ocean-going 
environmental science program for 4th 
– 6th grade youth. Her paper has been 
accepted for presentation at the North  
American Association of Environmental 
Education (NAAEE) conference in 
Oakland, California. There were a 
record number of submissions this year. 
(“Study” continued on next page) 

BY DEBRA FREY, OWNER/BROKER, 
INTERO REAL ESTATE—SANTA 
CRUZ HARBOR 

On behalf of Intero Real Estate-
 Santa Cruz Harbor, I’d like to thank 
those who made “Taste of the 

Harbor” in support of O’Neill Sea Odyssey 
(OSO), an immense success, with great food, 
beverages, company and music by “The 
Original Substitutes”. With the proceeds from 
the event, OSO will be able to continue taking 
more students on hands-on educational 
experiences, in the Monterey Bay.   

Special thanks go to the Crow’s Nest, who 
kindly donated not only a beautiful location 
and setup for the event, but delicious food 
as well. Marilou, Bryan, Gallo, Chuck, Mac, 
Mitch, Angel, Juan, Alan, Jeff, Jose, Turner 

and Chelsea all arrived early and stayed late 
in order to help with everything. The Harbor 
High Baseball team was able to contribute 
to setup and take down of everything, while 
earning some money for their program.

Additionally, we would like to give thanks 
for the gracious donations of food, beverages 
and auction items given in support of 
OSO. Aldo’s, Café El Palomar, Casablanca 
Inn & Bistro, The Crow’s Nest, Deli-Licious, 
Hula’s Island Grill, Johnny’s Harborside, 
The Kind Grind, Louie’s Cajun Kitchen and 
Bourbon Bar and The True Olive Connection 
all contributed wonderful food for the people 
that showed up in support.  Beverages were 
provided by the Santa Cruz Boardwalk, 
COUCH Distributing Company, Mejor Ultra 
Premium Tequila and Hilary Bryant. Auction 
and raffle items from O’Neill Yacht Charters, 
Byington Winery, Louanne Korver, Ed 
Martinez III, Debi Parola, Covewater Paddle 
Surf, Santa Cruz Port District, the Santa 
Cruz Warriors and Gino Blefari of Intero 
Real Estate Services, Inc. were all a great 
success. Dwight Clark even did a rendition 
of his famous play, “The Catch”.

Thank you Fred Keeley, Steve Reed, 
Mark Massara and Jaime Neary for helping 
to distribute items to those that won. Erin 
Robbins and her team from Brody and 

Cole helped with the raffle, and the HOLA 
employee group from Bank of America 
assisted with check-in and other tasks. 
Monterey and Santa Cruz Vacation Rentals 
also donated a large sum of money directly 
to the event. And last, but not least, a 
huge thank you to PG&E, PPD, Radio 
Monterey Bay, Corporate Communications 
Inc., the Santa Clara University Athletics 
Bronco Bench Foundation, Sentinel, 
Good Times, Hawk Photography, KZSC 
and KSCO for their sponsorships and 
media coverage and awareness. And to 
everyone else that came out in support, 
thank you. u
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