
2004-2005 ANNUAL REPORT:  A YEAR OF FOUNDATION
By Dan Haifley, Executive Director

The 2004-2005 school year was
one of building renovation, of
physically moving our operations,
and of laying a new foundation
for the future.  There were
actually two foundations laid this
year:  one for the new O'Neill Sea
Odyssey Building, and a financial
foundation to secure the future of
our program.

In the school year, 155 classes,
with over 4,000 youth, were
served.  Some classes were
conducted in a temporary trailer
on the west side of the Harbor, before we moved back into our new education
center in the renovated O'Neill Sea Odyssey Building.   We won two major statewide
awards, developed new partnerships, and - thanks to generous donations from our
Board of Directors - started an endowment fund at the Community Foundation of
Santa Cruz County.  While measurable progress for our Five Year Strategic Plan
was on target, O'Neill Sea Odyssey also spent this school year plotting an audacious
plan to serve more kids, and to serve some in new and different ways.

Moving Day:  On September 27, 2003, employees of Starbucks, O'Neill Incorporated,
and several volunteers - 75 people in all - had moved our program out of the old
O'Neill Building near the east Harbor jetty and into a trailer on the US Coast
Guard's basketball court on the Harbor's west side. The temporary site was known
as Camp Laird, in honor of State Assemblymember John Laird's success in securing
funding for the temporary trailer, the new building's elevator and for revenue lost
during building renovation.  Camp Laird is where most of our work with youth was
done during the 2003-2004 school year. In 2004-2005, most of our work was done
in our new Education Center, where we will be for at least 25 years, and probably
the next 50 years.

Celebrating A New Learning Center:  By August 1, 2004, Starbucks Coffee
employees and OSO volunteers had moved OSO into its new space and on October
14, an Open House in honor of Assemblymember Laird raised over $10,000 for
the program.  Among those feted at the event were the original building donors
Jack O'Neill and Harry Hind, cornerstone building donors, the Santa Cruz Port
District which owns the land beneath the building and its downstairs, and the
building team, consisting of the Port District's Brian Foss, Devcon Construction’s
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IT'S ALL ABOUT TEAMWORK
By Jack O’Neill, Chair, O’Neill Sea Odyssey & Bridget O’Neill, O’Neill Sea Odyssey Co-Chair
Every year, O'Neill Sea Odyssey commissions an independent evaluation in order to gauge how well the kids benefit from our
program.  For the 2003-2004 school year, we received ratings of 3.97-3.99 out of a high score of 4, indicating that our program
is very effective at accomplishing its purpose of creating future generations of ocean stewards.

This would not be possible without the hard work, focus, and creativity of OSO's staff and Board of Directors.  In particular, our
crew and our skippers, who have taken over 1,000 trips out of the Harbor channel, deserve credit for this accomplishment.
Executive Director Dan Haifley keeps the program funded, its quality on track, and our Board of Directors organized.  Tim O'Neill
and Mike Egan work very hard to keep the kids safe, and the crew together.  Teamwork among the crew is essential to the
success of the program.

Education Coordinator Laura Barnes, who is an instructor and coordinates the curriculum; and Cheryl Thompson, who schedules
the classes, keeps our books, and keeps the organization's records, are both integral to keeping things moving forward.  We have
a brilliant crew who teach complicated subjects, operate the boat, and serve to keep the kids happy all at the same time.  These
individuals include Adam Steckley, Nikki Brooks, Steve Spiliotopolous, Kat Burrows, Chelsea Phillips, and Lauren Hanneman.

We focus on 4th through 6th grade kids because they are impressionable, and the impressions they receive make a greater
impact when the subject matter is taught in a stimulating environment.  The Team O'Neill catamaran, the Monterey Bay, and our
ocean-front education center provide the backdrop for learning that gives these kids a gift that lasts for generations.  The gift is
one of stewardship, for our oceans and our communities.  Our oceans provide 80% of the world's oxygen, and we have got to
take care of it.  It is vital to our existence.  Many thanks to the team that makes it work!

REACHING FOR THE STARS

With a little help from their friends, Tom and Judy Webster transformed a beautiful
June evening at the Santa Cruz Yacht Club into a wonderful celebration benefiting
the special program bearing their son's name.  "Reaching for the Stars", a
dinner benefit for the Adam Webster Memorial Fund, raised nearly $4,000 to
enable kids with cognitive and physical challenges to participate in an experiential
version of OSO's program.

Ron Sabbatis, Barbara Karleen and
Hank Cureton prepared a fabulous
meal; the Plain James Band provided
great music to which participants
danced.  A silent auction featured
donations by several supporters
including Dr. Stephen Plager, Betty
Webster, Bargetto Winery, Chefworks,
Ron Sabbatis and Morgan Stanley. A
wonderful evening filled with good
friends supporting a great cause is not
the only outcome.  Tom and Judy
Webster, with help from their friends,
have laid the groundwork for a future
where special needs kids can
experience the smell of the salt air, the
roll of the ocean, and the excitement of
the sail.

Tom Webster.

Freda Crum with Scotts Valley City Councilman Cliff Barrett
and Sharon Barrett.

Judy Webster and Charlene Hyde show off the
best dish in town.



YOUR SUPPORT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!YOUR SUPPORT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!YOUR SUPPORT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!YOUR SUPPORT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!YOUR SUPPORT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

O’Neill Sea Odyssey (OSO) engages 4th - 6th grade youth with lessons in navigation, sailing,
conservation, and marine science on a 65-foot catamaran sailing Monterey Bay, and in a shore-side
education center.  The program is free, and each group completes a community service project to
participate.  Our mission is to prOur mission is to prOur mission is to prOur mission is to prOur mission is to provide a hands-on educational experience to encouragovide a hands-on educational experience to encouragovide a hands-on educational experience to encouragovide a hands-on educational experience to encouragovide a hands-on educational experience to encourage thee thee thee thee the
protection and preservation of our living sea and communities.protection and preservation of our living sea and communities.protection and preservation of our living sea and communities.protection and preservation of our living sea and communities.protection and preservation of our living sea and communities.  OSO offers a stimulating environment
in which students learn practical applications for the subject matter, including geography, mathematics,
natural science, and conservation.

Since 1996, OSO has served 30,000 youth from over 1,000 school classes, community centers, and
youth groups.  The curriculum is aligned with California State and Federal education standards in
science and mathematics, and in December 2004 the program received the California Governor’s
Environmental and Economic Leadership Award in Children’s Environmental Education.

You can support O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s work in the following ways:
· Program Operating Gifts: Ongoing support is needed, including sponsorship of specific classes,

for our program.
· Education Center Renovation Gifts:  Donor recognition opportunities, including plaques and

classroom naming, exist with gifts of $10,000 or more for the now-complete renovation of the
education center.

· Endowment: Donors can leave a legacy for youth by creating an endowed fund at the
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County, with gifts of stock, real estate or cash, through a
beneficiary designation in a life insurance or retirement policy, or through the establishment of
a charitable gift annuity or trust.

___Yes, please send me more information, I am interested in (check one):

___Program support ___Education Center ___Endowment

Name(s) _______________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City________________State___Zip_________________________
Phone (d) _____________Phone (e) __________Email___________

Please send to: O’Neill Sea Odyssey, 2222 East Cliff Drive, Suite 222; Santa Cruz, CA 95062



A YEAR OF FOUNDATION (CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE) ... President Gary Filizetti, architect Gary
Garmann and Structural Engineer Mark Mesiti Miller. The loss of Gary Garmann (pictured right) in late
January of 2005 was felt deeply by the building team, and by O'Neill Sea Odyssey staff who worked closely
on the project.

Education Center Renovation and Fund Drive:  The building renovation, a joint project of the Santa Cruz
Port District and O'Neill Sea Odyssey, was initially hampered by a rainy winter.   The project was fundamentally
complicated by heavy damage to the original building being in an oceanfront environment for over 40 years.
In particular there had been damage to the foundation, and the building's structural beams.  Hard work, budget tightening, and
creative ways to speed the construction schedule won the day, as portions of the building were occupied on August 1.  O'Neill
Sea Odyssey is now raising the final funds needed to pay for the non-profit's portion of the building, which includes a beautiful
education center and revenue-generating tenant space.

Endowment:  After more than a year of careful planning, OSO's
Board of Directors voted to begin an endowment fund with the
Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County.  The Foundation,
which can work with donors outside the County, has $30 million
in endowed assets and is experienced in prudent financial
management while providing a healthy return for the
organizations it supports.  OSO Board members contributed
the funds to establish the endowment, which can receive gifts
of cash, stock, real estate and can utilize charitable annuities to
secure OSO's future.

Struve Slough To The Sea:  OSO entered into a partnership with Watsonville Wetlands Watch for a two-day program for four
Watsonville-area classes.  The Nature Restoration Trust, a partnership between PG&E and the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, funded OSO's participation.  Watsonville Wetland Watch's participation was funded by the California Coastal
Commission.  120 Watsonville youth spent late winter and spring restoring Struve Slough and sailing Monterey Bay, learning first
hand about the flow of water from wetland to ocean, and learning how community efforts can keep that water clean.

Adam Webster Fund:    The Adam Webster Fund served 4 classes with 62 individuals with cognitive and physical challenges.
The vision of the fund, as articulated by Tom and Judy Webster, is to provide an experience that goes beyond the academic,
beyond the experiential, and focuses on the same thrill experienced by their son Adam when he would sail with them on their
own boat:  the rolling of the waves, the taste of the salt air, and the experience of the ocean.

Future Partnerships:  In 2001 and 2002, OSO worked with a number of other organizations to develop multi-day programs to
encourage environmental stewardship.  Education Coordinator Laura Barnes developed a plan, approved by the Board, to serve
more kids in new and more creative ways.   When it approved the 2005-2006 budget, our Board of Directors also agreed to
increase the number of classes it will serve this year due to increasing demand for our program.

Awards:  In December 2004, OSO received the California Governor's Environmental and Economic Leadership Award for
Children's Environmental Education, and at our May 26 Open House we received Senator Barbara Boxer's Conservation Champion
Award.  In January, Watsonville Mayor Ana Ventura Phares recognized our program during a City Council meeting.

Stylin Recyclin:  O'Neill Sea Odyssey's Board of Directors had to make the sad decision to close the Stylin Recyclin store after
close of business on February 13, 2005.   This was a very difficult decision, but after five years of trying, the store was not able
to support itself financially, much less provide financial support for our program for area youth.  Stylin Recyclin did achieve its goal
of recycling quality clothing, books, sportswear and other items and thereby protecting the environment.  We wish to express our
deep appreciation to the staff and volunteers who have done so much, and to the many, many donors and shoppers who have
supported the store.

Financial stability:  While our support from government and foundation sources is certain to decrease, our Board and staff are
working to build our support from individuals. You can receive a copy of our financial statement for 2004-2005 by contacting me
at dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.org.  Copies of financial audits for previous years are also available.  Without your support, this
would not be possible.  Let's make 2005-2006 a year of growth!
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ENDLESS SUMMER
ARTISTIC SURFBOARD EXHIBIT:
A CALL TO ARTISTS, SHAPERS & SURF SHOPS

O'Neill Sea Odyssey will be the beneficiary of a unique surf-
oriented art show, organized and hosted by Santa Cruz County
Bank.

Santa Cruz County Bank is looking for exceptional surfboards,
especially those created by local shapers or by artists, to be
included in its next art exhibit  for  August and September
2005. The exhibit will be entitled Endless Summer, and will be
displayed at the Bank's Santa Cruz banking office, located at
325 Soquel Ave, Santa Cruz.

Boards may either be loaned or donated for the show. Boards
that are donated will be auctioned off to the public and all
proceeds will benefit O'Neill Sea Odyssey. The Bank encourages
artists, shapers or local surf shops to either submit entries that
may be used in an exhibit or to donate works that will also be
included in the exhibit and later sold with all proceeds to benefit
a local non-profit organization.

Artists are encouraged to create a one of a kind art
piece made from a surfboard or to donate boards

with a local history or from a local, national
or internationally known surfer. All

entries will be considered.

Contact Mary Anne Carson at
mcarson@sccountybank.com
or at Santa Cruz County
Bank, 457-5003 ext 118.

30,000 KIDS AND COUNTING!
On April 21, 2005 - Earth Day, incidentally - we

served our 30,000th youth!
The class was from Natividad School in Salinas.

Congratulations to OSO's crew
on a job well done!

We look forward to serving 30,000 more!



OPEN HOUSE:  TEACH OUR CHILDREN WELL
By Susan Darch, OSO Leadership Committee

O'Neil l Sea Odyssey celebrated the
milestone of educating its 30,000th student
with an Open House held at the education
center on Thursday, May 26. The celebration
began just before sunset, with more than
150 good friends, newcomers, former
students, volunteers, staff, board members,
sponsors and dignitaries in attendance.

After an hour of mingling and introductions, the formal presentations began.
Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Nick Petredis, OSO Board Secretary.
After welcoming the crowd, Nick introduced Ms Jennifer Tang, who was

representing Senator Barbara Boxer. After a short
speech (see sidebar), Ms. Tang recognized OSO with
a Conservation Champion Award and presented the
award to OSO's founder and board chair Jack O'Neill.
Equally moving, Ms. Michelle Lew presented Jack a
Senate Resolution on behalf of State Senator Joe
Simitian (see side bar).  Also attending were Santa
Cruz County Supervisors Mark Stone and Ellen Pirie,
and Scotts Valley City Councilmember Cliff Barrett.

With two new honors in hand, Jack O'Neill remarked with pride, "This program
has moved beyond my wildest dreams, and I am so excited about the future.
This ocean is alive, and we've got to protect it."

Addit ionally, a special moment during the
presentation was a short speech made by 13-year-
old OSO student Elizabeth Sprinkle. With poise she
recalled her first trip with OSO, learning about the
ocean and the life within it. Elizabeth said, "My little
brother also participated in the Sea Odyssey, and I
am so grateful that this program can continue on for
kids who are younger than me!" The crowd was also
entertained by stories from the early days of OSO from Jim Thoits, OSO
Leadership Committee.  Jim brought home a serious message, that while the
O'Neill family provides cornerstone support for the program, the community
must help out in a big way if the program is to meet growing demand from
area schools &  community centers.

With the formal ceremony complete, guests took the time to learn more about
the program in the Education Center. OSO staff were on-hand giving visitors a
direct understanding of what students learn when attending OSO. As well,
guests explored Team O'Neill Catamaran. Docked just a short walk away in
the Santa Cruz Harbor, guest went below deck and see the navigation systems
first hand, and walked the upper decks peering at the harbor waters below.

Throughout the Open House, local musicians JazzA entertained the crowd
with a selection of favorites, while Café El Palomar served a buffet of fine Latin
American fare. Complimenting the buffet, Hunter Hill Vineyards, Starbucks,
Trinideli & Trader Joe's graciously offered up food and beverages for all.
Santa Cruz County Bank both provided and served wine throughout the
evening. Special thanks goes to all of the evening sponsors including: Devcon,
ReMax, The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, JBR Properties, Café El Palomar.
And  thanks to the co-sponsors: Hunter Hill Vineyards, Trader Joe's and Trinideli.

BOXER STATEMENT AND
SIMITIAN RESOLUTION

Below are excerpts of the statement by U.S.
Senator Barbara Boxer upon presenting the
Conservation Champion Award, and from the
Senate Resolution authored by State Senator
Joe Simitian:

Senator Boxer:  I established my Conservation
Champion Award in 2000 to recognize
individuals and organizations in California who
are working to promote a safe and healthy
environment.  I commend OSO for offering its
program to students free of charge.  What a
wonderful opportunity for young people who
may not otherwise have the chance to learn
about our oceans firsthand.  In addition, by
requiring the students to earn their way into
the program by first designing and performing
an environmental community service project
to benefit their community, OSO teaches these
students about the positive and lasting impacts
they can have in the places they live.  It is my
great pleasure to present my Conservation
Champion Award to O'Neill Sea Odyssey for
all it has done and continues to do.  I applaud
Jack O'Neill for starting this wonderful program.
His concern for the environment led him to
start OSO as a way to protect this precious
resource for future
generations.  And I
commend Dan Haifley
for greatly expanding
OSO, so that students
from all across the
Central Coast can
participate.

State Senator Simitian: The OSO program,
which is conducted onboard the catamaran
with follow-up lessons at the shore-side
Education Center at the Santa Cruz Harbor, is
free of charge, and students earn their way
into the program by designing and performing
a community service project to benefit their
community…the curriculum is taught in a
stimulating and intimate learning environment,
which provides a learning experience that lasts
a lifetime.  OSO has
had a far-reaching and
beneficial effect on the
local communities;
since its inception it
has served more than
30,000 students in
grades 4th through 6th.

Nick Petredis

Elizabeth Sprinkle

Jim Thoits and Jack O’Neill

Jennifer Tang presents
the Conservation
Champion Award

Michelle Lew delivers the
Senate Resolution



A PLACE OF REFUGE, WONDER, AND KIDS -
By Dan Haifley, Executive Director

As a place of refuge, the Santa Cruz Harbor is special to
those who spend time on the sea.  To these outward-bound
souls, the Harbor is the place to which they return. It is where
their investments, their dreams, and their memories are kept
safe until the next adventure.

For the kids of O'Neill Sea Odyssey, the Santa Cruz Harbor is
a place of wonder.  For most, it is where their first adventure
to the sea will begin.  It is a place where the backpack
containing the peanut butter sandwich and school supplies
rest as the learning adventure on the Team O'Neill catamaran
begins.

As the 65-foot vessel winds around the Santa Cruz Wharf
loaded with 35 excited kids, a busy teacher and a few lucky
parents, those backpacks will rest at the O'Neill Sea Odyssey
education center, in full view from the waters off Seabright
Beach, just behind the Walton Lighthouse.

This Harbor of wonder will be the best classroom these kids
have ever seen.  Combined with their time on the water, the
Santa Cruz Harbor will reveal what few textbooks can.

On the Team O'Neill catamaran and in the O'Neill Sea
Odyssey education center, the children learn navigation (shhh!
don't tell them it's really geometry), marine science (catching
plankton and learning that is starts the bottom of the food
chain), and ecology (natural science, basic zoology and the
watershed).

These kids get quality hands-on learning from three instructors,
in groups of ten.  The best part is, the teacher who signed up
for this free class gets curriculum that aligns with California
State Standards, and has received an award from California's
Governor in environmental education.

Around the Harbor, you could spend days learning from its
interpretive displays, and from the stories of fishermen, boaters,
surfers, kayakers, harbor business people and employees,
and the locals.  It is a treasure chest of natural wonders, human
drama, old fashioned fun, and several business transactions
each minute.   In addition, there are the smiles of happy
children.

The majority of O'Neill Sea Odyssey's kids come from outside
the area, and from schools that serve low and moderate income
youth.  This is possible because the program is free of charge
to the schools, community centers, and the kids it serves.  Each
group that participates must complete a community service
project, and they must work with O'Neill Sea Odyssey to
integrate the program into their class curriculum.

This article will appear in a book about the Santa
Cruz Harbor to be published next fall or winter.
Produced by Gus Gregory, Joyce Wrenn and Dave
Clark, proceeds from the book will benefit O'Neill
Sea Odyssey.  Watch for more details over the
coming months.

In addition, there are the special needs kids who are served
by the Adam Webster Memorial Fund.  These children are
able to learn, but in different ways. In many cases they are
able to experience O'Neill Sea Odyssey through the smell of
the salt air, the roll of the ocean, and the excitement of the
sail.  Like the namesake of the fund whose parents Tom and
Judy keep the effort alive, the youth will identify the ocean as
a milestone in their lives, a place to record a special and
enduring experience.

There are also the kids who will remember their multi-day
experiences at the Harbor thanks to the partnerships O'Neill
Sea Odyssey develops, providing further insight into the ocean,
watersheds, science and community service.

Imagine that - generations of youth that otherwise would not
experience the ocean get the experience of a lifetime on the
ocean - and in the Santa Cruz Harbor.  The Harbor truly is the
gateway to the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  It is
also the gateway to learning and environmental stewardship
for the next generation.

The end result is worthwhile.  O'Neill Sea Odyssey creates a
generation of ocean and watershed stewards.  O'Neill Sea
Odyssey brings academic subjects to life.  O'Neill Sea Odyssey
introduces the ocean to kids who otherwise will have never
experienced it.

Without the support of the community, generous donors, the
O'Neill family and the Santa Cruz Harbor, our program would
not be possible.  O'Neill Sea Odyssey is grateful to be the
ocean's ambassador to the next generation.

To learn more about the program, including a database of the
schools that have used the program and what they have
learned, go to www.oneillseaodyssey.org .



2222 East Cliff Drive, #222
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

831-475-1561 ph
831-462-9188 FAX

www.oneillseaodyssey.org

Non Profit Org
US Postage PAID
Santa Cruz, CA

Permit #550

SUMMER 2005

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS!
SUPPORTERS Anita & David Gryska / Barbara & Donald Wise / Bosso, Williams Law Firm / Brad Wiles Attorney at Law / David-Ladd Wilson

Earth Share of California / Evelyn Johnston / Global Impact / Helen Ewan / John & Patricia Marlo / Jono & Janet Reksoatmodjo
Karin Carmichael / Kenneth Woodward / Maggie Ivy / Marcella & Joe Hall / Paul & Judy Parsons / Richard & Sally Osberg

Takashi & Carol Yogi / The Bartelt Family Trust / Todd & Jill Prindle / William & Cynthia Mathews / Wolfgang Rosenberg / World Reach, Inc.
CREW MEMBERS Scott Kennedy / Dixie Rees / Eleanor Wasson / Michael Arenson / Gloria Welsh / Harvey & Judy Nickelson / Katharine Minott

Leigh Hays Selby & Laurence Eachus / Norman & Mary Kate Lezin / Shannon & Tom Brady / Terry Ann Vokos / Tonja Chi & Russell Biswell
NAVIGATOR Gunter & Edelgard Heine / Jack McLaughlin / Project A.W.A.R.E. / Belcher & Associates / Dan & Rebecca Haifley / Shepard Kett
CAPTAIN’S CIRCLE Robert & Edithanne Rittenhouse / Barbara Karleen / Santa Cruz Seaside Company / San Lorenzo Valley Water District

COMMODORE’S CIRCLE Augustus Gregory & Joyce Wren / County of Santa Cruz / Devcon Construction, Inc. / Cannery Row Company / JBR Properties
Re/Max Real Estate Services / Starbucks Coffee Company / Westcliff Foundation

ADMIRAL’S CIRCLE City of San Jose / City of San Jose After School / City of Santa Cruz / City of Watsonville / Frieda Fox Foundation
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation / Pacific Gas &Electric Company / Donald J. McCubbin / Stephen J. Luczo / City of Capitola / Team O'Neill / Ecology Action

ADAM WEBSTER FUND  Douglas & Susan Perreira / Florence M. Seebach / Nada Houston / Theodora & Peter Uhrowiczik / Anna Lea Voohies
Charlene & James Hyde / David-Ladd Wilson / Donna Busse / Edward & Adele Overton / Joy Arlene Siegel / Steve Smardan / Patricia Parmelee

Bruce Edwards & Annette Coulon / Charles & Mary Jane Roskosz / Clifford Barrett / David Bermillo / Dr. Georges & Dawn Mc Cormick
Edwin Deboer & Lyndsay Mills-Deboer / Galaham Zuanich / Jay & Kathryn Humes / Karleen Appraisal Services / Lorenzo Rodolfo Rota / Stephen Niemann

The Erickson Group / Freda Crum / Gerald & Geraldine Sperry / Dan & Rebecca Haifley / Barbara Karleen / David & Karina Shelton
Wells Fargo for Staff of San Jose Depart of Retirement Services / Stephen & Patti Shoemaker / Garrett & Cheryl Gettleman

Mary Jane & Charles Roskosz / United Way of Silicon Valley

IN-KIND DONORS FOR WEBSTER FUND AND OPEN HOUSE  Santa Cruz County Bank / Dan and Rebecca Haifley / Hunter Hill Vineyards
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk / Trader Joe's / Trinideli / Café El Palomar / Dr. Stephen Plager / Ron Sabbatis / Barbara Karleen and Hank Cureton

Bargetto Winery / Chefworks / Morgan Stanley / Betty Webster / Tom and Judy Webster


